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Sheikh Saad to form government 

KUWAIT (R) — The emir of Kuwait Saturday asked his crows prince. 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdulla A1 Sabah, to form a new £n v» rn minr l outgoing 
Planning Minister Suleiman A1 Mmawa told ResKtf, Sheikh Saad’s 
previous cabinet resigned last Tuesday amid charges of incompetence as it 
struggled to run a country still in turmoil after seven mnnTfrs of Iraqi 
occupation. The charges stemmed from the government's failure to 
nstore water, dectridty and other public services. There was no 
im mediate incficatiOn when the new govemment would be announced. 
Opposition groups bad urged the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad AI Sabah, 
to appoint the new prime minister from outside the ruling family, which 
has dom inate d Kuwait for centuries (see page Z). The Fjnir heads die 
family mid a Sabah hasTieen prime minster an» independence in 1961. 
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Bush meets Turkish president 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush met with Turkish 
President Totgut Ozal Saturday to discuss developments in Iraq and 
prospects for Middle East peace amid a sbakeup in Iraq's government. 
The White House had no comment on Iraqi reports that a new prime 
minister, Saadoun Hammadi. was named, and Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz was appointed deputy prime minister. "We have no comment. Well 
monitor it,” said spokesman Sieve Han, who was with the president and 
Mr. Ozal at the Camp David, Maryland, the presidential retreat outside 
Washington. Other U.S. officials contacted also refused to discuss the 
Ba g hdad report. Mr. Bush and Mr. Ozal spent Friday night oi Camp 
David and bad breakfast together Saturday before meeting with their top 
advisers, including Secretary of State James Baker. Also present was Mr. 
Bush’s national security adviser, Brent Scowcroft. who gave the president 
his daily briefing on security manei? including the situation in Baghdad. 
Mr. Oral was expected to give Mr. Bush an update on the rebellion by 
Iraq's Kurdish dissidents and to discuss ideas for achieving peace in The 
region. 
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Hammadi heads new Iraqi 
cabinet with Aziz as deputy 



Combined agency dispatches 

PRESIDENT SADDAM Hus- 
scin Saturday appointed n new 
Iraqi government beaded by 
Baath party stalwart Saadoxm 
Hammadi as prime minister, with 
Tareq Aziz as deputy prime 
minister, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said. 

The change in government 
came amid a rebellion by Shiite 
Muslims and Kurds in the north 
and south of the country. 

Dr. Hammadi is a Shiite from 
the sect's holy city of Karbala. At 
least- three members of the new 
government are Kurds. 

The changes apparently signal- 
led a lessening of President Sad- 
dam's power since he had served 
as prime minister himself in the 
last government, with Dr. Ham- 
madi as deputy prime minister 
and Mr. Aziz as foreign minister. 


INA said that Mohammad 
Hamza Al Zubaidi, a senior 
member in the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, would also serve 
as deputy prime minister. It said 
there would be 24 miiristeis in the 
new government. 

Dr. Hammadi is regarded as an 
advocate of political reform and 
pressed for com p ro mi s e with Iran 
long before the war with the 
neighbouring country ended in 
1988. 

Dr. Hammadi was one of the 
few Shiites and Mr-Aziz was the 
only Christian in the previous 
cabinet. 

Baghdad Radio said all other 
ministers in tne old govemment 
were relieved of their duties, but 
it then announced ax least 12 
appointments in which ministers 
held the same posts m the new 
cabinet. 

These indudeed: Ali Hasan Al 


Majid, a cousin of President Sad- 
dam, as interior minister, staff 
Gen. Abd Jabbar Khalil Shanshal 
as minister of state for defence 
affairs; staff Lt. Gen. Sadi Tumah 
Abbas as defence minister, and 
Hussein Kamel Hassan as minis- 
ter of military industrialisation, 
industry and oil (see fbD list on 
page 2)- 

Ahmad Hussein Khudayyir AI 
Sammarai is the new foreign 
minister, the broadcast said. He 
had been chief of the president’s 
office. 

Dr. Hammadi also served as 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs in the old government and 
was a member of the ruling Re- 
volutionary Command Council. 

He was the speaker of parlia- 
ment from 1980 to 1989 and was 
foreigp.minister in 1973-80. Ham- 
madi is a graduate of the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut. 


Mr. Aziz, who also was a depu- 
ty prime minis ter in the previous 
govemment, became well known 
in the months leading to the Gulf 
war as chief spokesman for Iraq 
in the West. 

He has been associated with 
President Saddam since the 1950s 
in the Baath party in its attempts 
to overthrow the British-backed 
monarchy. 

Mr. Aziz, from the northern 
city of Mosul, has long been 
viewed as one of the chief ideo- 
logues of the Baath Party. He was 
editor of the party newspaper Al 
Thawra untij 1979. 

With his widespread contacts 
with foreign diplomats and lead- 
ers, the silver-haired Aziz was 
regarded as a valuable conduit to 
the outside world for Iraq. 

President Saddam's personal 

(Continued on page 5) 


Change in Iraq: Step towards 





Two days of rains have turned open sewers into small canals in 


Amman (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


reconstruction and democratisation Jordan gets a 

* By*Lamis Andoni scepticism — whether by voicing They welcomed the decision but dak believed that the appointment 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter doubts or by main ta ining total si- the leadership has still to back its of efficient technocrats — rather .1__ -JS--1 — -L. 
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from a several-week stay in 
Iraq to cover tbe war and its 
aftermath. 




THE FORMATION of a new Ira- 
qi cabinet on Saturday, beaded as 
expected by Dr. Saadoun Hamma. . 
di, is apparently meant to be the 
fiist step towards power-sharing 
within the Iraqi political system as 
a prehide to democratisation. 

The new cabinet has to cany out 
the three difficult tasks of quelling 
the armed rebellion, reconstruct- 
ing the war-devastated country 
but, most significantly, restoring 
the people’s faith in the regime. 

Iraqi officials admit that restor- 
ing die credibility of the leadership, 
is crucial to the survival of the 
system and say that they are aware 
that each offi c i a l step is received 
with scepticism by ordinary Iraqis. 

In post-war Iraq, many people 
do not even care to show their 


scepticism — whether by voicing 
doubts or by maintaining total si- 
lence. On die day following Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s speech 
promising democracy, repo r ters 
who were still in Baghdad found it 
very difficult id get people even to 
talk about reforms and the presi- 
dent’s pledge. . , 

In the traditional Shourjeh soak 
as well as the middle class Kar- 
radeh area, several Iraqis dawned 
they had not heard or read tbe 
speech. It was a sign of scepticism 
rather than a statement of fact. 

A tour around Baghdad on the 
evening before President Saddam 
delivered the speech showed that 
people were glued to their portable 
radios and television sets — in 
areas where electricity was res- 
tored. 

In some neighbourhoods people 
gathered in street ride cafes — 
which use mobile power generators 
— to watch tbe speech on televi- 
sion. People looked very attentive 
but cautions. 

Those who were ready to talk 
tbe next day said tbe same tiling: 


They welcomed the decision but 
tbe leadoship has still to back its 
words with deeds. 

Some said that they had beard 
such promises before and that they 
would wait and see. 

But the people's reaction was 
obviously influenced by another 
factor other than scepticism. 
Accor di ng to Iraqis themselves, 
their immediate concern is on how 
to resume their normal Me. The 
.wide devastation and destruction 
that the intensive bombardment by 
tbe allied forces has caused also 
left behind a deep sense of hel- 
plessness and despair. 

“It is unfair to expea people to 
reflea on each word and think 
rationally' when they realise the 
scope of devastation that was left 
behind. You have to give people 
time,” one Iraqi analyst said. 

But Iraqi officials and analysts 
admit that the Iraqi people's atti- 
tude also reflects the shaken credi-, 
bflliy of the regime. 

judging by the debate that pre- 
ceded the formation of the new 
cabinet, even some Baathist offi- 


cials believed that the appointment 
of efficient technocrats — rather 
than merely conformist party 
members — to ministerial posts 
and a complete change of the 
information policy were key to any 
credible transformation process. 

The structure of tbe new cabinet 
— which seems to include many, 
unknown technocrats — and .t* 
dismissal of Information Minister 
Latif Nassif J assent indicate that 
the reassessment has practically 
started. 

Mr. Jassem, who held his port- 
folio for more than 10 years, is 
widely blamed — inside official 
drdes and by the public — for the 
failure of Iraq's information policy. 

Although Baghdad was repe- 
atedly criticised for its approach to 
the international media, the real 
problem, according to Iraqi 
analysts, is that the Iraqi media 
had lost credibility inside the coun- 
try and with its own people. 

Hamid Said, editor-in-chief of 
the Baathist Party's Al Thawra 

(Controlled on page 5) 


Palestinian shot dead in W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
okfiers fatally shot a Palestinian 
ro tester Saturday in theoccu- 
ted West Bank, and an Arab 
abbed and wounded a Jewish 
onple at their front door in a 
irm north of Tel Aviv. 

The violence came as the 
sraeli government was to weigh 
olice recommendations to limit 
alestinian movement into Israel, 
> try and curb a wave of stab- 
ings that has claimed six Israeli 
ves in a month. 

In the West Bank clash, sol- 
iers shot a 19-year-old youth 


who was among activists shouting 
through loudspeakers’ to stage 
protest in Iktaba, a village near 
Tulkarem, the army said. 

The “demonstrator was 
wounded and died on tbe way to 
hospital,” an army statement 
added. 

Reports said tbe youth, who 
was not identified, was shot after 
he defied troops 7 orders to halt, 
and that curfews were promptly 
damped on Iktaba and nearby 
Nor Shams refugee camp where 
the youth lived. 

' The death raised to 810 the 


number of Palestinians killed by 
Israelis during the 39-month-old 
uprising, according to an AP 
count 

Another 398 Palestinians have 
been slain by unknown assailants. 
The army said Saturday’s victim 
was suspected of involvement in 
one of these killings. 

Sixty-four Israelis have also 
died in uprising-related unrest. 

Among them are 15 killed in a 
wave of attacks initially staged in 
revenge for tbe killing of Palesti- 
nians by police quelling stone- 
throwing protests in Jerusalem in 


October. 

In Saturday's stabbings, a 
Palestinian man from the Gaza 
Strip knocked on the door and 
then stabbed the Jewish couple 
inside a citrus farm, 30 kilometres 
northeast of Tel Aviv. 

Police caught the assailant after 
three fanners pinned him down at 
the scene, army radio said. 

The suspect, a 30-year-old man 
from the occupied Gaza Strip, ' 
also confessed to knifing to death 
an elderly Israeli furniture sales- 
man in northern Israel Wednes- 
day, police said. 


By Elia Nasrailah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe rains of the past 
48 hours have been instrumental 
in augmenting the underground 
aquifers and replenishing the re- 
servoirs behind the darns which 
feed the Jordan Valley agricultu- 
ral farmland during the dry sea- 
sons, according to Dr. Abdul 
Aziz Wish ah , secretary general of 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA). 

Dr. Wish ah told the Jordan 
Times that the rain that fell oyer 
foe past two days was expected - to 
increase to 25 million cubic 
metres the total amount of water 
stored behind the King Tala! 
Dam, up from 18 million on 
February 30. 

By Saturday's measurement 
there were 10.65 million cubic 
metres of water in the Wadi Al 
Arab Dam, one million at Wadi 
Shueib, 1.015 million at Sharhabil 
and 2 j million at Kafrien. 

At the same time, tbe aquifers 
must have been replenished in 
most regions because the rains 


fell in all parts of Jordan, said Dr. 
Wish ah. 

He said that the storm and the 
Tain bad caused damage to agri- 
cultural units, mainly in the 
southern regions around Tafileh 
and Karak, and washed away part 
of tbe crops and some equipment 
and canals in other areas. 
According to Dr. Wish ah tbe 
damages were mainly centred 
around Ghor Haditha and the 
southern valley region. 

The water in the dams is 
needed for irrigation purposes in 
the Jordan Valley during the 
summer season, but the JVA is 
not pumping any water to the 
valley farms now since they are 
fed directly by die rain and the 
streams from the wadis. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) and tbe Gvfl De- 
fence Department (CDD) re- 
ported closed roads in the south- 
ern regions of Jordan as a result 
of the rising level of water on tbe 
roads. 

The CDD said that .71 injuries 
(Coatmeed on page 5) 


Senior Shiite cleric 
denounces rebellion 


Syria: No talks with 
Israel without conference 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria has 
ruled out confidence-building 
talks with Israel before it quits 
xcupied Arab territories and an 
international conference is held 
to solve the Arab-Israeli dispute. 

Officials and state-run news- 
papers say Israel should show 
goodwill and announce it is ready 
to withdraw from the West Bank,- 
Gaza Strip and Golan Heights, 
which it has held for more than 23 
years, in exchange for peace. 

Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Sharaa said in an interview pub- 
lished Friday night there could be 
so talk about ending the state of 
pair that exists between Israel and 
ill Arab countries except Egypt 
before Israel ended its occupation 
rf Arab lands. 

The official daily Tishreen said; 
^The ball is in the court of Israel, 
[which) should prove its goodwill 
md its alleged desire for peace by 
Mmmmring readiness to return- 

e occupied Arab territories to 
owners... in exchange for 
peace.” 

Mr. Sharaa rejected sugges- 
tions by the United States and 
Mher Western states that Arabs 
md Israelis could start peace 
naves by building mutual confi- 
Jence. 


Any talk about ending the state 
of war or . building confidence 
measures before ending the 
Israeli occupation is like putting 
the cart before the horse.” Mr. 
Sharaa said. 

He accused Israeli officials of 
having “a mentality of the Middle 
Ages." and said Israel would 
confront the whole world if it 
refused to accept U.N. Security 
Council resolutions demanding it 
quit territories seized in the 1967 
war. 

Mr. Sharaa’s remarks were the 
strongest comments from Damas- 
cus on recent Israeli statements 
that Israel would keep the Golan 
Heights and the other occupied 
territories. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
.Sh amir has rejected *U.S. calls to 
trade territory for peace, and 
only last Monday reiterated that 
there was no question of giving 
Syria back the Golan. 

Pressure for progress on the 
four-decade-old Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute built up during the Gulf 
crisis, in which Syria — long at 
odds with Washington but also an 
old foe of Iraq — contributed 
troops to the U.S.-led alliance. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sharon wants to annex 
parts of occupied land 


TEL AVIV (R) — Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, an in- 
fluential hardliner, called Satur- 
day for Israel to annex parts of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to prevent the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state. 

He also urged the government 
to disregard international reac- 
tion and expel Palestinian leaders 
in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sharon, of the ruling 
Likud party, is a vociferous oppo- 
nent of a 1989 government plan 
for elections in the occupied terri- 
tories that would lead to limited 
self-rule for the 1.75 Palestinians 
who live there. 

If the government does decide 
to proceed along its way of auton- 
omy or elections, then Israel Mil 
have to take security measures — ■■ 
fiie most important win be to 
annex the areas which are settled 
by Jews,” be told Israel Radio. 

“By that you prevent the possi- 
bility of fiie creation of a second 
Palestinian state,” he said, reiter- 
ating his contention that Jordan is 
a Palestinian state. 

Mr. Sharon said earlier this 
week that Israel must quicken tbe 
pace of Jewish settlement in tbe 
occupied territories to counter 


' “political dangers” after the Gulf 
war, and confirmed he was boost- 
ing housing construction. 

He also pledged to double to 
20,000 the Jewish population of 
the Golan Heights, which were 
“annexed” 10 years ago. 

His announcements were seen 
as an attempt to scuttle U.S. 
moves to broker an Arab-Israeli* 
peace treaty based on the Jewish 
state’s withdrawal from occupied 
territory. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said earlier this month that 
Jewish settlement of occupied 
lands was “de facto annexation” 
and an obstacle to peace. 

Mr. Sharon said new settle- 
ments give Israel file “strategic 
depth” it needs before peace is 
possible with the Arabs. 

“Construction here, having 
Jewish communities in (the West 
Bank) only contributes to peace 
and is not undermining peace,” 
Mr. Sharon told the radio. 

“(hie may move forward in the 
peace process if Israel feels se- 
cure,” said the 66-year-old for- 
mer defence minister who orches- 
trated IsreaTs invasion of Leba- 
non in 1^82. 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE MUSLIM WORLD’S most 
senior Shiite scholar. Grand Ayatol- 
lah Abol Qassem Al Khoei, has again 
denounced anti-government unrest in 
Iraq, but this time from the Shiite 
holy city of Najaf, Iraq reported 
Saturday. 

Shiite Iran, accused by Baghdad of 
fanning unrest, said earlier this week 
that Ayatollah Khoei had been taken 
to Baghdad from his hometown of 
Najaf in southern Iraq where civil 
unrest flared after the end of the 
six-week Gulf war. 

On Wednesday, Ayatollah Khoei 
appeared on Iraqi television with 

President Saddam Hussein whom be 

praised for crushing the uprising in 
the south. 

“Thanks be to God. God has en- 
abled the presklent to stamp out this 
sedition," he said. 

In Saturday's report, INA quoted 
Ayatollah Khoei as saying after 
apparently returning to kfbometown 
of Najaf from Baghdad:' 

“Words cannot describe^he warm 
reception he (President Saddam) 
gave' me and die sympathy and love 
me showed me." 

INA quoted the 90-year-old deric 
as again denouncing the “acts of 
murder and destruction by tbe 
mobs.” 

“No Muslim could do such a thing. 
We greatly regret that Muslims are 
being murdered and their property 
looted. Such ads are forbidden and 
are crimes unacceptable to any Mus- 
lim,” he said. 

The agency said Ayatollah Khoei 
met the governor of Najaf and asked 
•him to rday his gratitude to President 
Saddam for his hospitality and for his 
efforts to restore security to the riot- 
hit city. 

Baghdad says tbe southern rebel- 
lion has been crushed. Similar unrest 
has swept tbe Kurdish areas of north- 


ern Iraq and Kurdish opposition 
abroad says the rebels have seized 
control of nearly all parts of Kurdis- 
tan. 

Shiite Iraqi dissidents and Ayatol- 
lah Kboei’s followers claimed earlier 
this week tbe aged cleric had been 
“kidnapped" by troops to show sup- 
port to the Iraqi president. 

Iran immediately protested to Iraq, 
accusing it of abducting Ayatollah 
Khoei from Najaf. It warned Iraq 
about his physical safety. 

Saturday's INA report appeared to 
be an answer to accusations that he 
was under arrest and indicated he was 
back in his hometown. 

Iraqi rebels meanwhile claimed 
they killed senior military officers in 
an attack on Basra's Sheraton Hotel. 

Rebel spokesmen claimed battles 
had also swept to the capital Baghdad 
in central Iraq with hit-and-run 
attacks, and fighting raged in and 
around northern Mosul, Iraq’s third 
dry. 

A rebel attack on the Sheraton in 
Basra was reported by neighbouring 
Iran’s official media which said high- 
ranking officers of the Republican 
Guards and Iraq's security service 
were based there. 

“A number" of military duels were 
killed, Iranian radio and IRNA news 
agency raid. 

Iraqi forces control the war- 
battered southern port-city, the coun- 
try's second largest, after regional 
uprisings flared on March 1. 

Exile and refugee sources say Iraqi 
troops are still fighting Kurdish rebels 
in northern Iraq after apparently sup- 
pressing a parallel rebellion in the 
mainly Shiite Muslim south. 

The official Syrian news agency 
SANA quoted Iraqi refugees as 
saying that rebels held tbe Tahrir 
suburb of Mosul amid heavy fighting 
and that many Republican Guards 

(Continued on page 5) 


Aziz delivers 
message to King 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday received a 
verbal message from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. The mes- 
sage. delivered tty Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, dealt 
with the situation in Iraq and that 
country's effort to reconstruct 
what were devastated by the war. 

The King and Mr. Aziz also 


discussed the latest developments 
in the international arena. 

The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Chief of the Royal Court Sharif 
Zcid Ben Shaker, Informattion 
Minister and acting Foreign 
Minister Ibrahim Izzeddin and 
Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan Nuri 
Ismail Al Weis. 


Arabs face serious 
work — Crown Prince 


HIS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan told the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) 
that Jordan was looking forward 
to a solution for tbe Middle East 
crisis in all its aspects. 

In a televised interview, the 
Crown Prince said he was in 
Canada to express gratitude to 
the Canadian govemment for the 
support that Jordan received, in- 
cluding $5 milli on in financial aid. 

He said he hoped to maintain 
dialogue and understanding with 
western countries. 

The Prince said he was hoping 
to get help for the one quarter of 
a million children suffering from 
malnutrition and to discuss many 
humanitarian issues in the region. 

He expressed hope that Cana- 
da will not only help Jordan find 
oil but also more water. 

“I think Jordan has many 
Mends all over the world both in 
governments and political par- 
ties. As things stand we have 
inherited this idea of the G?8 
(group of eight)-coalition coun- 
tries but the coalition that fought 
a war had to build the region and 
to build peace and it is not 


exclusive in terms of its mem- 
bership.” he said. Tbe Arab 
league ministers are meeting on 
March 30, and Jordan will be 
there along with the other Arab 
countries. “So, we have to to 
start work." he said. 

In reply to a question the 
Prince said Jordan has national 
issues economic problems and 
political economic problems. “As 
far as the national economy is 
concerned, we are in cooperation 
with the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund,” 
he said. 

As far as the political issues are 
concerned, “the issue of Iraq, tbe 
issue of Kuwait, tbe issue of 
Saudi Arabia — all these affect us 
directly, not least of all the move- 
ment of population. We have 
240.000 people out of Kuwait and 
we have do guarantees about this 
figure — whether it will increase 
or decrease — so we have some 
worrying to do in the year 

(CoothiBed on page 5) 

See page 5 for full text of the 
speech. 


U.N. eases sanctions 
on essentials to Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee against Iraq have agreed to 
allow unrestricted food shipments 
to that devastated country, de- 
scribed in a U.N. report as suffer- 
ing “apocalyptic” war damage. 

But the Security Council's 
Sanctions Committee agreed only 
to ease — and not remove — 
restrictions on fuel, generators, 
spare parts and other essentials to 
repair water purification systems, 
power trucks and make huma- 
nitarian aid effective. 

Next week the council turns its 
attention to a mammoth resolu- 
tion, still being drafted, dealing 
with such issues as demolishing 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion — including chemical, biolo- 
gical and nundear facilities — 
and using part of Iraqi oil re- 
venues to pay war damages. 


This will involve modifying the 
strict sanctions imposed on Iraq 
last August after its invasion of 
Kuwait, to enable it to earn re- 
venues to pay war compensation. 

Tbe dedsion to ease existing 
curbs on tbe import of food and 
related items was prompted by a 
U.N. report published on Thurs- 
day depicting tbe effects on Iraq 
of allied bombing in near- 
apocalyptic terms. 

It warned that the country was 
threatened by hunger and disease 
as a result of the destruction of hs 
transport, water and communica- 
tions systems and most other 
underpinnings of a normal eco- 
nomy. 

The Sanctions Committee 
ruled that conditions affecting 
civilians in all parts of Iraq now 

(Condoned on page 5) 


U.S. Congress passes bill 
restricting aid to Jordan 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Congress has approved a bill that 
cuts off U.S. aid to Jordan but 
allows the president to restore the 
funding if it helps the U.S.-led 
Middle East peace process. 

It also passed a measure pro- 
viding S15 billion for U.S. costs in 
the Desert Storm operation and 
barring arms sales to countries 
that had not fulfilled their com- 
mitments to help pay for the 
war. 

Both bills, compromises be- 
tween measures posed earlier by 
the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, were sent to Presi- 
dent George Bush for signature 
after passage by the U.S. Senate. 


The Bush administration 
strongly opposed the Jordan aid 
cut when the Senate adopted it 
this week. It affected S35 million 
in economic assistance and $20 
million in military aid for the 
current fiscal year but left huma- 
nitarian aid untouched. 

The president was expected to 
accept the version passed on Fri- 
day. 

Under the revised language the 
president can restore the aid if he 
certifies to Congress “that the 
government of Jordan has taken 
steps to advance the peace pro- 
cess in the Middle East, or that 

(Continued on page 5) 


ANZ Grindlays Bank Pic 
appoints a new general manager 


AMMAN — The board of 
ANZ Bank, Melbourne, Au- 
stralia, has appointed Mr. 
Adnan SaHakh as general man- 
ager of ANZ Grindlays Bank 
in Jordan. 

• It is the first time that a 
Jordanian holds such a very 
senior position in the bank. 


SK.-SI. . 
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Sharon announces 


settlement boom 


TEL AVIV (R) — Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, defying 
Israel's American ally, has con- 
firmed that the Jewish state is 
boosting settlement in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

Mr. Sharon, who said this week 
he planned to double the Jewish 
population of the occupied Golan 
Heights, told the Jerusalem Post 
newspaper his ministry would 
build 15.000 new homes in the 
West Bank over the next two 


years. 

Mr. Sharon's announcement, 
which coincided with a U.S. State 
Department report on Jewish set- 
tlement. was seen as intended to 
scuttle U.S. moves to broker an 
Arab-Israeli peace treaty based 
on Israeli withdrawal from occu- 
pied territories. 

"Political dangers have caused 
us to hurry up." he told the Post 
on why he was accelerating settle- 
ment housing construction. 

Although it was the first official 
confirmation of the settlement 
boom, Mr. Sharon's statement 
referred to only a portion of some 

30.000 housing units detailed in 
proposals by his ministry which 
Reuters obtained earlier this 
'month. 

The State Department report 
said some 200.000 Jews now lived 
on the occupied territories, about 

90.000 in the West Bank, 3,000 in 
the Gaza Strip. 12.000 on the 
Golan Heights and 120,000 in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

Of the total in the West Bank 
and Golan Heights, some 3,000 


were new Soviet immigrants and 
5.830 Soviet Jews had settled in 
Arab Jerusalem, according to the 
report prepared for a congres- 
sional appropriations committee. 

Israeli officials have said that 
some 10 per cent of the 185,000 
Soviet immigrants who arrived in 
1990 set up home in Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

Since most new housing in the 
city is going up in Arab Jeru- 
salem. the State Department esti- 
mate appeared low and Israeli 
political sources put rhe figure at 
around 12,000 new immigrants 

The Post said the report was 
requested in anticipation that 
Israel might make new requests 
for loan guarantees for immigrant 
housing. 

Washington has already given 
Israel $400 million in loan 
guarantees on condition that they 
not be used in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Sharon has repeatedly said 
that the housing in the occupied 
territories is for "veteran" 
Israelis but some 6,000 West 
Bank units are listed in proposals 
by his ministry's immigrant build- 
ing administration. 

Hebrcw-language classes have 
been set up in II of the West 
Bank settlements and at three 
Arab Jerusalem sites, the report 
said. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker visited Israel last week and 
said he saw new chances for 
Middle East peace after the Gulf 


Kuwaiti opposition 
questions power of 


A1 Sabah family 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
opposition democracy movement 
challenged the power of the rul- 
ing A1 Sabah family Friday, re- 
flecting public anger over a gov- 
ernment failure to restore public 
services since the Gulf war. 

The Sabah family has domin- 
ated Kuwait for centuries. The 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad A1 
Sabahtis head of the family and a 
Sabah has been prime minister 
since independence in 1961. 

I “WeicqlHor serious considera- 
tion for the selection of a prime 
minister from outside the Al 
Sabah family." the Kuwaiti 
Democratic Forum, an umbrella 
movement of opposition groups, 
said in a statement on Wednes- 
day's cabinet resignation. 

It said all outgoing ministers, 
including eight Sabahs who held 
key posts, should be fired for 
incompetence because they had 
failed to defend the country, in- 
vaded by Iraq on Aug. 2 and 
liberated by Gulf allied forces on 
February 2S. 

The Democratic Forum said it 
wanted the Sabahs to be constitu- 
tional monarchy but rejected 
their control of government. The 
family also dominates business 
and the public service in the 
oil-rich emirate. 

The direct challenge to the 
■Sabahs marked a toughening of 
the opposition's demands and 
was a sign of confidence after the 
upheavals of a seven-month Iraqi 
occupation and six-week Gulf 
war. political analysts said. 

International support for 
democracy in Kuwait and the 
presence of a large Western press 
corps has emboldened the gov- 
ernment’s critics, they said. 

The cabinet resigned under 
widespread criticism for failing to 
restore electricity, water, tele- 
phones, public services and food 
supplies three weeks after the war 
ended. 

Crown Prince and Prime Minis- 
ter Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah is expected to announce a 
new cabinet in the next 10 days. 

“It is inappropriate to include 
any member of the resigning 
cabinet, which was incompetent 
in defending the country, in the 
new government." the Democra- 
tic Forum said in the statement. 


It called for a broad-based 
national unity government. 

“This government will be en- 
trusted with the task of preparing 
the country for a new parliamen- 
tary life based on the 1962 con- 
stitution. reinstatement of politic- 
al freedoms and...reconstruc- 
tion,” it said. 

The forum also demanded the 
immediate reconvening of the 
1985 parliament, dissolved by the 
emir in 1986. and for a date to be 
Set, for new parliamentary elec- 
tions. 


Abdullah Al Nubari. a leader 
of the Democratic Forum, denied 
the group was shaking the rule of 
the Sabah family. “We are just 
asking them to falfil their pledge 
in upholding the constitution," he 
said. 

Asked for comment on Mr. 
Nubari’s demands. Planning 
Minister Suleiman Al Mutawa 
said: “It's an opinion and he's 
entitled to it." He said the forum 
should define what it meant by a 
national unity government. 

Government officials say the 
new cabinet is likely to be based 
on technocrats who can get the 
country going again. They say the 
crown prince is unlikely to invite 
democracy campaigners to join 
but may bring in members of the 
resistance which fought Iraqi 
occupation. 

Mr. Nubari said the Democra- 
tic Forum believed in women’s 
right ro vote and to be electoral 
candidates — women and many 
other non-Kuwaiti residents do 
not have a vote. 


He said Kuwait should serious- 
ly consider giving citizenship to 
non-Kuwaitis who bad served all 
of their career in the police force 
or army but said it was unrealistic 
to have “an open-door policy of 
naturalisation." 

Kuwait fiercely guards its 
nationality and a majority of the 
country's residents before the Ira- 
qi invasion were not citizens. 

Referring to reports of attacks 
on Palestinians by vigilante 
groups or army elements. Mr. 
Nubari said: “We think the gov- 
ernment is able to control these 
groups and we think the govern- 
ment is already in control of this 
situation." 


4% of Soviet 


Jews cross 


‘green line,’ 
U.S. says 


WASHINGTON (R) — About 
four per cent of Soviet Jews who 
arrived in Israel last year are 
living beyond the so-called green 
line in land taken by Israel during 
the 1967 war, the U.S. State 
Department said in a report to 
Congress released Friday. 

The report said about 200,000 
Israeli settlers now live in some 
200 settlement areas in the occu- 
pied territories, including an ex- 
panded Arab Jerusalem, and 
Jews now make up 13 per cent of 
the occupied territories' popula- 
tion. 

The United States has consis- 
tently opposed establishment and 
expansion of Jewish settlements 
as an obstacle to peace and they 
have been an irritant in U.S.- 
Israeli relations. 

The settlements issue is ex- 
pected to become more acute as 
Israel's population grows rapidly 
with a large influx of Jews from 
the Soviet Union. 

Washington recently delayed 
action on issuing S400 million in 
loan guarantees to house Soviet 
Jews while it awaited satisfactory 
assurances that they would not be 
used to settle the immigrants in 
the occupied territories. 

In its report, required by Con- 
gress in the 1991 foreign aid bill, 
the State Department said 1.2 per 
cent of the Soviet immigrants 
arriving in Israel last year went to 
the occupied territories other 
than Arab Jerusalem. The per- 
centage is higher than that 
claimed by the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Israeli Ambassador Zalman 
Sboval told Reuters in a recent 
interview: “The fact is that, as 
our government has explained, 
an infinitesimal percentage, less 
than one per cent, has gone to the 
territories to settle." 

The report said that when Arab 
Jerusalem was included, about 
four per cent of the 1990 Soviet 
Jews were firing beyond the 
“green line.” 

Israel does not consider ‘'grea- 
ter Jerusalem" as part of the 
occupied territories. The con- 
servative government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has said 
that Israel will not give up any of 
the land it now occupies. 

The report estimated that ab- 
out 3,000 of the Soviet immig- 
rants arriving last year chose to 
live in the West Bank and Golan 
Heights and 5,830 went to Arab 
Jerusalem. 

Overall, the West Bank settler 
population continued to grow at 
an annual rate of about 10 per 
cent and an estimated 90,000 
Israelis lived in about 150 re- 
sidential communities in the West 
Bank, the report said. 

The population in 12 Jewish 
neighbourhoods in expanded 
Arab Jerusalem had grown by 10 
per cent since 198S. reaching an 
estimated 120,000; IS settlements 
in the Gaza Strip boused about 
3,000 settlers and 12,000 settlers 
lived in 30 Golan Heights settle- 
ments. the report said. 

Falasha flow 


The United States also said 
Friday the migration of Ethiopian 
Jews to Israel had resumed and 
called on the Ethiopian govern- 
ment to allow all Jews who 
wished to emigrate to do so with- 
out delay. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said a charter 
flight carrying 200 had left 
Ethiopia for Israel Thursday. 

“We're hopeful that the rate of 
emigration of the Falashas (black 
Jews) will continue to rise and 
that no further interruptions will 
occur. We view this as a positive 
development and we call upon 
the Ethiopian government to 
make it possible for all Ethiopian 
Jews who wish to emigrate to do 
so," he said. 

The Ethiopian embassy in the 
United States said this week the 
migration would resume after a 
sudden pause at the beginning of 
this month that gave rise to con- 
cern in Israel and the United 
States. 


Iraq reassures U.N. delegation 
over future of expatriate labour 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Iraqi authorities 
have assured the United Na- 
tions that they do not plan to 
adopt any measure to expel 
expatriate workers in the coun- 
try. informed sources said 
Saturday. 

The assurance was made last 
week during a visit to the Iraqi 
capital by a United Nations 
delegation headed by Under- 
secretary-General Martti 
Ahtisaari, the sources said. 

‘‘Concern over possibilities 
that the economic problems 
faced by Iraq could force the 
government to adopt action 
aimed at expelling foreign 
workers to make room for Ira- 
qis was raised by the delega- 
tion." said one of the sources. 
“The Iraqi government re- 
sponded that it has no such 
plans," added the source, pre- 
ferring anonymity. 

Tareq Aziz, who was then 
foreign minister of Iraq, and 
several other senior Iraqi offi- 
cials met with the U.N. delega- 
tion, whose main mission was 
to reassess the extent to dam- 
ages suffered by Iraq in the 
43-day Gulf war and the urgent 
needs of the Iraqi people. It 
was not clear whether the 
assurance was made by Mr. 
Aziz, who became deputy 
prime minister in a reshuffle on 


Saturday, or any of the other 
ministers who may or may not 
have found their way to the 
new government headed by 
Sadoun Hammadi, who was 
named prime minis ter. 


“The Iraqi assurance has 
gone a long way in alleviating 
our fears that a recurrence of 
the inevitable expulsion of 
foreign workers from a country 
hit hard by war could occur 'in 
Iraq," said a senior official of 
an international relief agency. 

Full details of the findings of 
the United Nations mission 
have not been released yet, 
except a report submitted by 
Mr. Ahtisaari which under- 
lined the threat of epidemics 
and catastrophe facing the Ira- 
qi people in the absence of 
proper water, food and medi- 
cine. 


Jordan if Baghdad decided to 
order a mass termination of the 
one million phis Arab and 
Asian exparraite workers in 
the country in a bid to alleviate 
the problem of unempioyineDt 
caused by the devastation and 
compounded by the demobi- 
lisation of army units. 


Also expected to be re- 
viewed by the mission was the 
devastation of Iraq’s economic 
infrastructure — oil and power 
facilities, industries, com- 
munications. bridges, civilian 
buildings etc. Bat, as a U.N. 
official said in Baghdad last 
week, “the first priority is for 
the immediate needs of the 
people.” 

The query over foreign 
workers was raised by interna- 
tional organisations, which 
fear another massive exodus : of 
foreigners from Iraq through 


Egyptian nationals, who 
number between 900,000 and 
one million, account for the 
largest expatriate community 
in Iraq. There are also 
thousands of Sudanese, Tuni- 
sians, Yemenis, Sri La nkans 
and Bangladeshis. 

Some of the Egyptians tiave 
either moved towards the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti-Saudi border or 
are moving there to escape the 
civil unrest in the south of Iraq. 
No specifics were immediately 
available, but estimates by in- 
ternational relief agencies put 
the figure over 10,000, includ- 
ing Sudanese, Sri Lankans and 
others. 


“Several thousand people 
could be moving towards the 
border right now as our in- 
formation indicates," said an 
international relief agency offi- 
cial. “We are waiting for in- 
formation to be relayed to us 
by the International Organ- 
isation for Migration (IOM), 
which is currently visiting 
Kuwait.” 


U.S. plans more 
military aid to 


S. Arabia, Israel 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush administration has notified 
Congress it intends to sell S919 
million in military spare parts and 
engineering support to Saudi 
Arabia and to sell another Patriot 
missile battery to Israel for $350 
million, the Defence Department 
said Friday. 

Pentagon officials said Con- 
gress was expected to let the offer 
become official in 30 days without 
objectin, especially since the 
Saudi deal did not provide that 
country with any major new U.S. 
weapons. 

No companies were named in- 
the Saudi proposal but Raytheon 
Co., which builds the Patriot 
anti-missile system, would benefit 
from the sale to Israel. 

Several Patriot batteries are 
already stationed in Israel and the 
missiles were used to shoot down 
attacking Iraqi missiles during the 
Gulf war. 

The unit is composed of eight 
missile-launching stations. 64 Pat- 
riot' missiles and related support 
equipment, according to a Penta- 
gon statement. 

“Israel needs these surface-to- 
air missiles to upgrade its air 
defence capabilities," the state- 
ment said. 

The unit will be delivered from 
army stocks, the statement said. 


The notification gives Congress 
30 days to reject the transfer of 
the equipment, a Pentagon 
spokesman said. 

The Israelis purchased VA Pat- 
riot batteries in September. Two 
additional units — and the U.S. 
personnel needed to run them — 
were deployed there after missile 
attacks began, the spokesman 
said. 


In separate announcements, 
the Pentagon also said it had 
informed Congress that it in- 
tended to sell Saudi Arabia more 
than $900 million worth of sup- 
plies and logistical support for its 
military branches. 

The Pentagon said it intends 
to provide $461 million 
worth of spare parts for Saudi 
land forces, $300 million worth of 
repair parts and support equip- 
ment for the Saudi air force and 
$158 million in services from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
for the Saudi Arabian Ordnance 
Corps. 


While the Saudi deal is very 
small compared to nearly $14 
billion in proposed arms for the 
kingdom, which the Bush admi- 
nistration has put on hold .the 
Pentagon said it was consistent 
with U.S. policy to help the king- 
dom. 


Saudis say oil leaking from 
Iraq, Kuwait insignificant 


RIYADH (R) — Oil is still leak- 
ing into the northern Gulf from 
damaged export terminals in Iraq 
and Kuwait but the amount is 
insignificant compared to the 
massive spills of the Gulf war, 
Saudi environmental officials said 
Saturday. 

A spokesman for the Meteoro- 
logical and Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (MEPA) in 
Dhahran said oil was tfickling 
into the sea at a rate of about 100 
barrels a day from Kuwait's Mina 
Al Ahmadi terminal and Mina Al 
Bakr in son them Iraq. 

Both terminals were bit by 
allied bombs during the six-week 
war. U.S. planes dropped laser- 
guided bombs on a pumping sta- 


tion at Mina Al Ahmadi to stem a 
rush of crude which allied forces 
claimed Iraq was deliberately re- 
leasing into the Gulf. 

“There's still leakage from 
Mina Al Bakr and Mina Al 
Ahmadi but its not significant — 
its coming at a rate of about 100 
barrels a day," the MEPA 
spokesman said. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy Saturday quoted a report by 
MEPA as saying that more Iraqi 
crude was flowing into the heavily 
polluted waterway. 

Oil spilled from Mina Al Bakr 
during the war formed a slick 
which covered hundreds of 
square kilometres, the MEPA 
spokesman said. 


Ethiopia 

expels 

Libyan, 

Sudanese 


diplomats 


NAIROBI (AP) - — Ethiopia has 
expelled Libya’s ambassador and 
three other diplomats from Libya 
and Sudan for activities it says 
were incompatible with their di- 
plomatic missions. 

Ethiopian Radio Friday quoted 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman as 
saying the four had been “in- 
structed to leave Ethiopian terri- 
tory within four days as persona 
now grata.” 

The spokesman, who was not 
further indentified, said the di- 
plomats' activities had been 
found to be incompatible with 
their diplomatic missions bat did 
not elaborate. 

The order affects Libyan 
Ambassador Khalifa Bazelya and 
another Libyan diplomat, whose 
name was not immediately 
avatlabe, Sudanese military 
attache Major General Babaker 
Asar and Sudanese Counselor 
Officer Sheikh Zaki Al Din, 
according to Sudan’s Charge 
(T Affaires Abdul Mohmoud. 

Mr. Mahmoud, the acting bead 
of Sudan's mission, said the Fore- 
ign Ministry told him the 
Sudanese diplomats had to leave 
because they “threatened the 
security of Ethiopia.’’ 

Ethiopia and Sudan, which 
borders it to the west, each un- 
officially allow the other’s rebel 
groups to maintain offices in their 
capitals. 

The Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA). which ‘has been 
battling Sudan’s government for 
eight years in a southern civil 
war, operates in Ethiopia's capit- 
al Addis Ababa. Ethiopia’s Tig- 
rean and Eritrean insurgents 
work in Sudan's capital, Khar- 
toum. 

Ethiopia currently is battling a 
major offensive by the Eritreans 
and the Tigreans, who have 
pushed to within (110 kilometres) 
of Addis Ababa and have seized 
two northwestern provinces. 

Mahmoud denied Sudan was in 
any way aiding the insurgents. 

Both the Sudanese and the 
Libyan embassies bouse about six 
diplomats, said Mr. Mahmoud. 

Officials at the Libyan embassy' 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. 


11 new faces in Iraqi cabinet 


NICOSIA (AP) — A' 24-member 
Iraqi cabinet appointed Saturday 
by President Saddam Hussein in- 
troduced 11 new faces. 

Following is the complete list 
as released by the Iraqi news 


agency: 

Saadoun Hammadi, prune 
minister (formerly deputy pre- 
mier) 

Tareq Aziz, deputy prime 
minis ter (formerly also foreign 
minister) 

Mohammad Hamza Al 
Zubaidi, deputy prime minister 
(formerly transportation minis- 
ter) 

Ali Hassan Al Majid, in tenor 
minister (same post) 

Ahm ad Hussein Khuddayer Al 
Sammaraei, foreign minister 
(new) 

Abdnl Wahab Mahmoud 
Abdul Wahab, minister of agri- 
culture and irrigation (same 
post) 

Arshad Ahmad Mohammad Al 
Zibari, minister of state (new) 

Abdullah Fadel Abbas, minis- 
ter of Awqaf and religious affairs 
(same post) 

Samal Majid Faraj, minister of 
planning (new) 

Staff General- Abdul Jabar 
Khalil ShanshaL minis ter of state 
for military affairs (same post) 

Mohammad Mehdi Saleh, 
minister of trade (same post) 


Hussein Kamel Hassan, mins- 
ter of industry, military indus- 
trialisation and acting minister of 
oil (same post) 

Omid Med hat Mubarak, minis- 
ter of labour and social affairs 
(formerly minister of state) 
Abdul Salam Mohammad 
Saeed, minister of health (same 
post) 

Mohammad Saeed Kazem Al 
Sbahhaf; minister of state for 
foreign affairs (same post) 

Staff Lt.-Gen. Saadi Tuma 
Abbas, defence minister (same 
post) 

Hamed Yousef Hammadi, 
minister of culture and informa- 
tion (new) 

Shabib Al Mali Id, minister of 
justice (new) 

Hikmat Al Bazzaz, minister of 
education (new) 

Abdul Razzak Kassem Al 
Hasbemi. minister of higher 
education and scientific research 
(new) 

Mahmoud Diab Al Ahmad, 
minister of housing and construc- 
tion (new) 

Majid Abed Jaafar, minister of] 
finance (new) 

Abdul Sattar Ahmad Al 
Moueni, minister of transport 
and comm unications (new) 
Usama Abdul Razzak Al 
Heeti, minister of state for oil 
affairs (new) 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Militias ‘selling arms to Soviet Armenia’. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s civil war militias are selling then- arms 
to Soviet Armenia, Zaire and the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), the Beirut magazine as Al Shiraa said Friday. It 
quoted unidentified militia sources as saying Lebanese Armenian 
agents were buying the weapons and smuggling them through 
secret routes to militias in Armenia. The weekly gave no further 
details and did not identify any of the Lebanese militias allegedly 
selling arms. The report also could not be independently verified 
immediately- Al Shiraa said the sales were prompted by the 
determination of President Elias Hrawi's government to disband 
Lebanon's private armies as part of an Arab League-brokered 
peace plan to end the nearly 16-year-old civil war. “The militias got 
wind the government is not going to pay more than symbolic prices 
for their arms after disbanding them," Al Shiraa said. 


Muslim group raising money for Iraq 


LONDON (AP) — A British campaign has raised more than 
£85,000 ($152,000) for Iraqi citizens victimised by the Gulf war, a 
fund-raising organiser said. The Iraq War Relief Fund, which 
started work in early March after Iraq withdrew from Kuwait, has 
received donations from nearly 1,000 people throughout Brit ■fti, 
said Mansour Ansari, chief coordinator for the effort. Mr. An sari 
said he hopes the campaign run by the London-based Muslim 
Institute will bring in £500,000 ($894,000) by the end of May. He 
and four others plan to go to Iraq in June to distribute cash 
donations to Iraqis. “This is as apolitical campaign we’re running: 
It’s a humanitarian campaign, going directly to the people," he 
said. Using advertisement in Muslim and other newspapers, the 
relief fund so far has raised more than £85,000 ($152,000), he said. 
The Muslim Institute* also has distributed collection boxes in 20 
British towns with large Muslim populations, and organised 
door-to-door collections within Muslim communities, he said. 


Pilot lands at pitch-black Beirut airport 


BEIRUT (R) —- A Middle East Airlines (MEA) pilot landed late 
Friday at a pitch-black Beirut airport runway after lightning 
knocked out an aircraft guidance tower and caused a blackout. 
Abdnl Menem Shebadeh, director-general of civil aviation, said 
the captain of the national carrier on a flight from Frankfurt 
depended on his own vision” to find the runway. The power cut 
forced three other MEA jets from Rome, London and Dubai to 
change coarse to Cyprus. They returned to Beirut two hours later 
after repairs were made. 


Ten detained in Istanbul Kurdish march 


ISTANBUL (R) — Ten people were detained in Istanbul Friday 
when police clashed with a group of 300 marchers celebrating the 
Kurdish new year festival of Nev Rouz, the semi-official Anatolian 
news agency reported. It said demonstrators carrying sticks and 
stones attacked security forces, who fired shots into the air to 
disperse the March in Taksim Square in the central business 
district. This year the government allowed Nev Rouz festivities, 
portraying them as part of Turkish tradition. Security forces 
supressed them m the past, although there was no official ban. One 
man was tailed in a cteh between police and demonstrators in the 
southeaster town of Nasaybrn during a Nev Rouz March 
Thnraday. Elsewhere, police followed orders to keep a low profile 
even when the new year festival turned into public displays of 
Kurdish nationalism with displays of the red, yellow and green 


U.S. official praises Manila for support 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. official praised the Philippine 

M Q liid n « id f w ns . 5a ^ 3 ° n * toe United States duriSgthe 

Gulf war and said Washington wanted stronger relations with 

Asastwit Secretary of State Kfnneth Quinn also 
repeated waramgs that U.S. aid to the Philippines wouldbe cut off 
it a coup toppled the Aquino gover^ftnt. “ft is SSSt 

sending a medical 


PRAYER TIMES 

84:0 Fajr 

05:31 (Sunrise) Duba 

11:42 Dhahf 

15:11 ‘Air 

17:53 Maghn* 

19:19 tsha 



CHURCHES 


St. Mar? of N»r.c rfh Church Sweifich 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of Cad Church, Tel. 
632785. 

»- Joseph Cbm* Tel. 624590. 
r i. ■■■ ■• *» of UK Aonimdfttfem Tel. 
637440. 

De is Safe Onreh Td. 661757 
Terrmsct Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anatmrtsftna Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Ctarth Td. 625383, Td. 


628543. 

Armofam CatboBc Charch Td. 

771331. 

Araettfen Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Td. 771751. 
Afluan International Chord: Td. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Cbm* Tel: 
811295. 

Hk Church oT Jem Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817, 654932- 


ebfltc gradually Ofl Sunday in the after- 
noon. Winds win be westerly fresh, 
oral gusty at times- In Aqaba, winds 
win be northerly moderate and seat 
mini 


WEATHER 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 6/ 16 

Aqaba 14/23 

Deserts 7/18 

Jordan VsDey 12 / 21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 21. Huamfity readings: 
Amman 97 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 


BoDciin rnppticd by ibe Department of 
Meteorology. 


The country will remain under the 
effect of the depres s ion which affected 
the area In die past three days. There- 
fore, it will be eloudy and rainy at 
dotes. The d epr e ss ion' fa expected to 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 


Dr. Abdul Rahman Jaby 775050 

Dr. Mohammad AlAwad 741391 

Dr. team Hxwamdch 624830 

Dr. Ottoman Mustafa 774024 

Fbat pharmacy 661912 

FcrdOws pharmacy ..... 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

NairouUi pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcimm pharmacy 637660 

ntBXD: 

Dr. Karem Hussein (— ) 

AlStona" pharmacy 275825 

ZAJtQA: 

Dr. Khan Abu Hussein f— ) 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 


CSvfl Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immecfiate - 

Resale. ®Q34 l 

Gvfl Defence Emergency -■■■■■• -■W 
Rescue Police — 192,621111.637777 

Blood Bank ™121 

Highway Police — — £43402 

Traffic Police — - »>■■■■ 

PnbBcSeannyDcpimnatt 

tfotel Complaints ...#«•■■* oG5Sw 

PnccSff 661176 

V/atsa and Sewerage 

Compton 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.. 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory asasumoe) ~J2i 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Tdepbooe 

Repairs ............ 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repaint ..— 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan — 774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Ionian Electricity Authority ...815615 
EJrrtri c Power 

Company 6 36381 

RI Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia ImL Airport. 08-53200 


Al-Ahfi. Abdah ...... 

Italian, AJ-Mohajrecn ... 
Al-Bashir, J. Ashnfieh .. 

Army, Mark* 
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SOS village mothers honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On tbe occa- 
sion of Mother's Day, Amman 
Plaza Hotel held a celebration in 
honour foster mothers of 12 
house hold in charge of 77 
orphaned children Hving at the 
SOS Children’s Village near Am- 
man. 

« The children together with 
a their foster mothers were tre- 
ated to as iftar banquet offered 
by the hotel and later the children 
presented a performance before 
the mothers and presented the 
mothers, with gifts of their own 
making; the SOS Orildren’s Vil- 
lage management presented 
token gifts to the mothers in 
recognition of their efforts to 
hring op the orphans. 

Each of the mothers is re- 
sponsible for up to nine children 
giving them family-like life within 
die village of 12 households. The 
village is located at Tareq town, 
north of here. 


The SOS Children's Village set 
np by the Austria-based SOS 
Children’s Village Organisation, 
was opened by Their Majesties 
King Hussein mid Queen Noor in 
1987. The village, the 14th of its 
kind in the Arab World, has a 
Vocational Training Centre to 
train the orphaned children in 
different crafts; the children afcn 
attend classes at the government 
school in Tareq. 

Queen Noor laid the founda- 
tion stone for another SOS Chil- 
dren’s Village in Aqaba in 1989 
and, according to the SOS village 
management here, the village wUl 
open its door for the orphan 
children by die middle of 1991. 

The Aqaba SOS village con- 
sists of eight households, a sport 
complex, a nursery for the chil- 
dren and other services and in- 
stallations. The orphaned chil- 
dren to be housed in Aqaba wiO 


mainly come from the southern 
regions of the country, the man- 
agement noted. 

The SOS Children’s Village is a 
major project of the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation which con- 
ducts research on applying new 
prototypes for national develop- 
ment in the fields of culture, 
education, human development 
and social affairs. 

The SOS organisation was 
founded in 1949 by the late Pro- 
fessor Hermann Gzneiner in Au- 
stria in response to the tragic 
situation of children orphaned 
during World War n. 

Today there are approximately 
240 children's villages in 86 coun- 
tries around the world, in addi- 
tion to some 300 SOS centres, 

farms, kindergartens and youth 
houses in the five continents. 

The Jordanian SOS village is 
financed by private donations. 


Management , staff to discuss grievances ; sinkers agree on 
* demands that should be met to settle the issue 


University Hospital work 
stoppage postponed indefinitely 


By Oddi Odeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A three-hour work 
stoppage which was due to have 
taken place at Jordan University 
Hospital in Amman Saturday was 
postponed again, this time until 
further notice pending the out- 
come of the dialogue which the 
hospital management has decided 
to open with the staff. 

A committee, representing 
nearly 500 doctors and male and 
female muses employed at the 
■ hospital, said Saturday that the 
9 work stoppage was suspended in- 
definitely in view of the manage- 
ment’s decision to discuss the 
staff’s complaints and grievances 
in a bid to meet their demands. 

Last week the staff members 
held a brief sit-in and scheduled a 
three-hour work stoppage 
Wednesday which was put off 
until Saturday. 


The strikers are seeking better 
pay and working conditions and 
an end to threats of dismissal 
from the management, according 
to a committee spokesman. 

President of the Jordan Medic- 
al Association (JMA) Mamdouh 
AJ Abbadi and several Parlia-„ 
ment members intervened in a 
bid to settle tire issue and, accord- 
ing to tbe committee, they 
readied agreement with the strik- 
ers that the following demands 
must be met as they are fair and 
jnst; 

— Cooperation between the staff 
and the management on the basis 
of mutual respect for the sake of 
reaching a fink solution provided 
that the management does not 
take any measure detrimental to 
the staff. 

— The management must renew 
die contracts of tbe doctors and 
nurses as of July 1, 1991. 

— Doctors and nurses are enti- 
tled to free meals, especially if 


they are internists. 

— The manag ement will study 
the question of salaries gradually. 
Tbe doctors’ salaries used to be 
JD 235 a month but were said to 
have been reduced to JD 175 on 
the pretext that the hospital faced 
a deficit in its annual budget. 

spokesman for the manage- 
ment earlier said that the deficit 
amounted to JD 1.58 million and 
that the management was in no 
position to give in to the demands 
-for better pay. 

The hospital, which serves as a 
training hospital for students of 
pharmacy, medicine and dentis- 
try at the University of Jordan, is 
in need of assistance from tbe 
government which paid the hos- 
pital JD 3 milli on in grants to help 
it deal with tbe situation, the 
spokesman was quoted as saying. 

The strikers' action was sup- 
ported not only by the JMA, but 
also by other organisations and 
unions in Jordan. 


Funds -fox the orphans 
to be invested in projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Orphans 
Fund board has worked out a 
plan for investing orphans' 
money in various economic pro- 
jects during 1991 in a bid to 
augment tbe funds at its disposal 
which amount to JD 23 million, 
^ the fund’s Director-General 
Abdul Salam A1 Abbadi 
announced Saturday. 

He said that tbe board had 
m ad e plans for investment in real 
estate and acquiring shares m 
different companies in order to 
benefit the 30,000 orphaned chil- 
dren whose funds are entrusted 
with the board. 

Mt. Abbadio said that normal- 
ly tbe board invests 50 per cent of 
tiie total funds in real estate 


because they are semi-guaranteed 
areas of investment, but other 
projects desi g ne d to stimulate the 
national economy and employ 
job-seekers are also contem- 
plated. 

The fund was established in 
1972 when JD 6 million were 
accumulated in funds for the 
orphans to jump to JD 16 million 
in 1985 and JD 23 million in 1990. 

According to Abbadi, the 
fund’s board is now turning atten- 
tion to tiie industrial and agri- 
cultural concerns where only li- 
mited investment was made in the 
past. For this to happen, he said, 
there is need now for the fund to 
initiate cooperation with orga- 


nisations like the Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCO) to 
channel funds for projects in the 
agricultural fields. 

Similarly, be said contacts are 
being made with major industrial 
firms to determine areas where 
funds co old be invested. 

Out of the profits made from 
these investments, he said, the 
board wQI extend financial assist- 
ance to the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) and 
will finance the scholarships of a 
number of needy students. 

Mr. Abbadi said that orphans 
funds were not deposited in 
banks to earn interest, but in 
projects to benefit the orphans on 
a parley commercial basis. 



SIXTH ICRC RELIEF AID CONVOY LEAVES FOR 
BAGHDAD: The sixth International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) convoy left Amman for Baghdad Saturday. Tbe convoy 
consists of five water tanks which will stay in Iraq to deliver water 
to Iraqi citizens, one truck carrying 13.5 tonnes of chlorine for 
sanitation purposes, one truck carrying 5,000 Utres of gasottne and 
three pickups to be used by the ICRC in Iraq. With Saturday’s 
convoy, tbe ICRC has so Ear delivered to Iraq 1,200 tonnes of food, 
90 tonnes of medkal supplies, 236 tonnes of fhel, 30 tonnes of water 
and sanitation equipment, 30 tonnes of blankets and more thaw 
1,600 tonnes of various relief items. 


USAID plans 
aid to Jordan 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — The 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) is planning 
new programmes to assist a num- 
ber of countries in the post-war 
Middle East, according to Carol 
Adelman, assistant administrator 
of tbe agency’s Bureau for 
Europe and Near East. 

Mrs. Adelman testified on 
March 20 before the House Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee’s Subcom- 
mittee on Europe and the Middle 
'East on tiie administration's fiscal 
"ybar (FY) 1992 foreign assistance 
budget request. She said the 
agency hopes to encourage pri- 
vate sector growth and democra- 
cy in the region. 

The following is the text of 
Adelman’s statement concerning 
Jordan: 

The Gulf crisis has affected 
Jordan’s economy more than any 
other frontline state. Jordan's 
balance of payments losses for 
1990 and 1991, which may equal 
up to half of annual Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), come 
from tourism, export earnings, 
remittances, and transportation 
services. Unemployment has 
risen from about 12 per cent last 
year to now over 30 per cent. 
Significant underemployment 
compounds the problems. Some 
estimate that a third of Jorda- 
nians live below the poverty line. 


Industry is operating at 10 to 20 
per cent of capacity, and many 
comapnies have had to shut 
down. 

There are S31 miliori remaining 
unobligated from fiscal year 1990. 
If a foreign policy decision were 
‘ made to move ahead, the Agency 
for International Development 
(AID) would use most of these 
funds, along with most of the 
FY 91 and 92 funds, levels, to 
provide financial and technical 
support to the private sector as 
’ the engine of growth and employ- 
ment generation. This would in- 
clude a sector support grant to 
provide quick disbursing foreign 
exchange resources in support of 
private sector development. AID 
would continue loan guarantee 
programmes for start-up and ex- 
pansion of small businesses and 
would assist with management 
tr ainin g and technical assistance 
for improved processing of manu- 
factured and agricultural pro- 
ducts for export. 

AID would help strengthen 
business and profeessiona] groups 
and women’s groups to increase 
democratic pluralism, and in 
addition would provide assistance 
to improve parliamentary proce- 
dures. AID would also continue 
maternal and child health care 
programmes, including assistance 
for expansion of private health 
care services. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Pakistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable to Pakistani President Ghulam Ishaq Khan congratulating 
him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government and 
people on Pakistan’s national day anniversary. King Hussein 
expressed his confidence that Jordan and Pakistan will enhance 
cooperation. King Hussein wished Mr. Khan good health and 
happiness and the Pakistani people further progress and prosper- 
ity. 

Jordan, China discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Scientific Society (RSS) President Dr. 
Hani A1 Mulki met Saturday with the Chinese Ambassador to 
Jordan Mr. Zhang D. Liang. Mr. Mulki briefed Mr. Liang on the 
es tablishm ent and development of the RSS as well as on its 
■ scientific and technical tasks. Mr. Mulki and Mr. L i a ng discussed 
the possibility of establishing scientific and technical cooperation 
between RSS and the scientific centres in China. The ambassador 
expressed his hope that Jordanian -Chin esc cooperation will be 
wihgnfwi jo various scientific fields. 

1 Labour committee discusses employment 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Labour Ministry’s central employment 
committee held a meeting Saturday under tbe chairmanship of 
Minister of Labour Abdul Karim AI Dughmi. The committee 
the minis try’s new employment policy which concen- 
trates on replacing foreign labourers in Jordan with Jordania ns 
and the issue of renewing work permits referred to the committee 
by the labour, offices around the Kingdom. 

AEHC receives aid for Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Emergency Health Committee 
(AEHC) has received methane and food donations for Iraq 
presented by the Islamic Relief Society and the World Doctors 
Society for Supporting Iraq which are based in the Netherlands. 
Secretary General of the Arab Doctors Union Hassan Khreis, 
who is rhairman of AEHC, received Saturday delegations 
represen ting the two societies and briefed them cm the goals of the 
AEHC. 


Bazaar 
proceeds 
to go to 
reconstructing 
Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia Bint AI 
Hussein Saturday opened the 
.annual bazaar of tbe public ser- 
vice dub of the University of 
Jordan’s student affairs deanship. 

princess Alia toured the va- 
rious sections of the bazaar, 
which inclndes embroideries, 
handicrafts, paintings, wood- 
works, perfumes, computer dis- 
kettes, artificial flowers, chil- 
dren’s toys and books. 

The proceeds of the five-day 
exhibition will go to reconstruct- 
ing Iraq. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by acting Student 
Affairs Dean Mohammad Kheir 
Mamsar, several officials and uni- 
versity students. 

Princess Alia visited tbe stu- 
dents’ activities complex at the 
student affairs deanship budding 
and toured the sections of the 
permanent art exhibitions and the 
university studio. 

Her Royal Highness was 
briefed by officials on die goals of 
the exhibition and the studio and 
their role in developing tbe ta- 
lents of the students in artistic 
fields and in contributing to the 
artistic and cultural movement of 
the university and the society. 


House speaker requests 
extraordinary session 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat Saturday 
sent a request to His Majesty 
King Hussein to approve the con- 
vening of the Parliament for an 
extraordinary session to a 

number of draft laws referred to 
the House by the government 

Arabiyat said that the House 
planned to debate national 
strategies related to water, agri- 
culture. public freedoms and the 
general political situation in the 
Arab area. 

On March 16, a Royal decree 
was issued ending the current 
session of the Lower House of 


Parliament in accordance with 
article 78 of tbe Jordanian Con- 
stitution. 

According to the Constitution, 
tbe next ordinary session is due in 
October. However, another 
Royal decree could convene Par- 
liament in an extraordinary ses- 
sion to discuss specified issues. 

The Royal decree was read out 
in Parliament which last Saturday 
held its last meeting. 

In the ordinary session, which 
started in October, the Lower 
House held 33 sessions tackling a 
number of issues, dominated by- 
the Gulf crisis and the subsequent 
war in the Gulf. 


ILO delegation to present 
findings to Geneva office 


AMMAN (J-T.) — A delegation 
from the International labour 
Organisation (ILO) Saturday 
wound up a four-day visit to 
Jordan during which its members 
met with Minister of Labour 
Abdul Karim AI Dughmi and 
other Jordanian officials to dis- 
cuss the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

The mission members were 
handed a report on tire; plight of 
the Palestinian workers under 
Israeli rule and the mini st e r 
spoke in detail about the oppres- 
sion exercised against the Palesti- 
nian people in general and the 
labour unionists in particular. 

Mr. Dughmi called on file ILO 
to examine the Palestinian work- 
ers' conditions and help address 


the situation. He handed the mis- 
sion a detailed report outlining 
Israel's atrocities against the 
Arab population, its seizure of 
Arab-owned land and other prop- 
erty for the establishment of Jew- 
ish settlements and acts of de- 
portation and detention of the 
Arbs. 

The mission wilt compile its 
own report on the situation to be 
submitted to the ILO office in 
Geneva during tiie ILO general 
meeting in June this year. 

The ILO team also received a 
report from the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs of the Foreign 
Ministry here, tackling the cur- 
rent situation in the occupied , 
Arab territories with special focus - 
on the plight of Arab workers. 


Trial of Petra Bank cases 
expected to start soon 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A series of cases 
related to the Petra Bank affair, 
the biggest scandal in Jordan's 
banking history, is expected to go 
on trial before a military court 
soon, informed sources said 
Saturday. 

“There are enough grounds for 
106 different cases involving gross 
violations of Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) regulations and the 
comapnies law,” said a source 
dose to the lengthy investiga- 
tions. 

According to the source, who 
preferred anonymity, around 30 
to 35 people — the bulk of them 
former employees of Petra Bank 
which is under liquidation — 
could go on trial. Tbe Petra Bank 
cases are the only ones to be tried 
by a military court after martial 
law was mostly abolished in Jor- 
dan last year. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
told Parliament last year that 
since the takeover of Petra Bank 
by the authorities was ordered 
under martial law provisions in 
August 1988 the trial of the cases 
should also be conducted under 
martial law regulations. 

Aharad Chalabi, the founder 
and general manager of Petra 
Bank who fled tbe country in tbe 
second week of August 198S — a 
few days after the bank was pos- 
sessed by the government’s Eco- 
nomic Security Committee — fi- 
gures in almost every case, the 
source said. 

Investigations have found that 
Mr. Chalabi, who has maintained 
that he was the victim of a “con- 
spiracy and personal vendetta.” 
and some of his close associates 
“have contravened almost every 
law related to commercial banks 
in Jordan and speculated with 
Jordanians' money for personal 
benefits,” according to the 
source. 

Mr. Chalabi, an Iraqi national 
who is now based in London and 
touted by the Western media as 
“a leading dissident against Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein." ran 
“a banking empire which oper- 
ated as if it was beyond any law,” 
commented another knowledge- 
able source. 

“For all practical purposes, it 
was a one-man show, with Mr. 
Chalabi in a position to order the 
.firing and hiring of any Petra 
Bank employee — from a senior 
branch manager to a floor sweep- 
er — in a matter of minutes.” the 


source said. 

Petra Bank was the second 
largest commercial bank in Jor- 
dan until the authorities ordered 
h possessed by the authorities 
along with Jordan Gulf Bank in 
August 1988. 

The Central Bank said at that 
time that Petra Bank had failed to 
meet certain conditions set by the 
treasury. Later it also revealed 
that Petra Bank had also faced 
grave difficulties in meeting its 
foreign obligations, thus shaking 
foreign banks’ confidence in 
Jordanian banks. 

A management panel 
appointed by the Central Bank 
under a mandate from the Econo- 
mic Security Committee operated 
the bank until April 1990 when 
the institution was ordered li- 
quidated and a possible merger 
between Petra and Jordan Gulf 
was ordered reversed. 

. Jordan Gulf Bank has since 
moved towards merger with 
another bank after it was decided 
that the institution could be sal- 
vaged. 

The total loss of Petra Bank, 
attributed by banking experts to 
“gross mismanagement and un- 
sound and unorthodox banking 
practices," will not be less than 
JD 300 million as and when the 
liquidation process will be com- 
pleted, according to the source. 
The Central Bank had pumped in 
money to Petra Bank to keep it 
afloat until its liquidation was 
ordered. 

At least two key "material wit- 
nesses” in the case — Jaafar Aga, 
a close relative of Mr. Chalabi. 
who occupied a very senior posi- 
tion at the bank, and Ali Saraf 
(also an Iraqi), who was the chief 
foreign exchange dealer — 
escaped from the country as the 
investigations were progressing, 
the source said. 

Tbe former general manager of 
Jordan Gulf Bank, Hassan Abdul 
Aziz, was arrested in January but 
was released on bail shortly after- 
wards. according to the source. 
“Many others who are expected 
to be tried were arrested at va- 
rious phases of investigations and 
are now out on bail,” the source 
said. 

The inquiry into the affairs of 
the bank was conducted by a 
special panel comprising local 
and international experts in va- 
rious spheres and aspects of 
banking. The findings were final- 
ised and documented and submit- 
ted to the Prime Minister late last 
year. 


Many economists and bankers 
say tbe Petra Bank’s speculation 
with foreign exchange had con- 
tributed to tbe sharp loss in value 
the Jordanian dinar suffered in 
1988. 

“Jordanians are banned by law 
from speculating in tbe interna- 
tional commodity market," a 
banking expert noted. “But there 
was an entire floor at Petra Bank 
which used Jordanians’ invest- 
ments for speculation in the com- 
modity market, including deal- 
ings in gold and silver, and also 
encouraged others to do so." 
added the expert. “This is only an 
example of the operations of the 
bank,” he said. 

“Many people have lost their 
money and they were led to 
believe that the losses were re- 
sults of massive fluctuations in 
the commodity market, but in 
reality the funds were channelled 
into personal accounts in Swiss 
banks,” the expert said. “Some 
of the manipulations in the books 
of accounts axe so unique that it 
took several months before any- 
one could make any sense of 
some particular entries.” 

“Deplorable as they are, some 
of the operations of the bank 
have been so smart and reward- 
ing — although for the wrong 
pockets — that they could give a 
few tips to some of the financial 
wizards at tbe European and 
American stock markets.” he 
commented. 

Among the findings of the in- 
vestigation panel are “weird un- 
orthodox banking practices such 
as extending loans with collateral 
worth less than 10 per cent of the 
credit,” according to the expert. 

While there is no law to try 
mismanagement or unorthodox 
practices without violating the 
banking laws per se. Petra Bank 
was “dealing severe blows to the 
Jordanian economy" by such ac- 
tions, he said. 

Mr. Chalabi. in telephone call* 
to the Jordan Times last year, 
threatened to take the Economic 
Security Committee to count in 
the United States, implying that 
the action could be dropped if a 
compromise could be reached on 
his terms. He did not specify his 
terms. 

Central Bank Governor 
Mohammad Saeed AI Nabuisi 
dismissed the implied threat and 
challenged Mr. Chalabi to take 
the issue to court saying it would 
offer an opportunity to bring out 
the facts of the affair into light. 


Masri arrives in Algeria 


ALGIERS (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri arrived 
here Saturday on the second leg 
of his tour of the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) countries, car- 
rying a message to President 
Cbadli Benjedid from His Majes- 
ty King Hussein dealing with 
developments in the Arab region. 

During the two-day stay here, 
Mr. Masri will discuss with Alge- 
rian .officials {he general Arab 
situation and means of ensuring 
solidarity among Arab countries 
with the aim of reviving the joint 
Arab action, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Masri, who is expected to 


be received by Benjedid Sunday, 
is scheduled to hold meetings 
with his Algerian counterpart 
Ahmad Ghazati ahead of the 
March 30 Arab League meeting 
in Cairo. 

Petra said that the minister 
would explore prospects of inter- 
Arab cooperation in the post-war 
phase and ahead of the Cairo 
meeting which is expected to be 
held at the foreign ministers 
level. 

Mr. Masri, who first stopped in 
Tripoli, Libya, is expected also to 
visit Tunisia. Morocco, Algeria 
and Mauritania which, along with 


Libya, make up the AMU. 

Following his tour of North 
African Arab states, Masri will go 
to Syria and North Yemen for 
similar discussions, according to 
the agency. 

The Arab League meeting in 
Cairo, the first to be held in the 
Egyptian capital after the transfer 
there of the headquarters of the 
Arab League from Tunisia, is 
expected to tackle many issues 
facing the Arab World in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis, which 
created deep rifts among Arab 
countries. 


Indian spiritual organisation 
helps Jordanian repatriates 


By Debbie Lovatt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Indian organisa- 
tion which bases its efforts on the 
ancient spiritual values of Hindu- 
ism has been quietly working on 
the sidelines to extend relief to 
victims of the Gulf war in Iraq 
itself and in Jordan. On Friday, 
the organisation, Ananda Marga 
Universal Relief Team 
( AMURT). distributed basic 
foodstuffs to Jordanians who 
were forced to return from Iraq 
and Kuwait in the wake of the 

Gulf crisis and the subsequent 
war. 

One hundred and sixty families 
from the Amman vicinity were 
each the recipients of five kilog- 
rammes of rice, three kilogram- 
mes of sugar, one large tin of 
powdered milk, some beans and 
other essential food items. The 
quantities were based on esti- 
mates of the average monthly 
consumption of a family of five. 

The food was distributed from 
the basement of a building in 
Shmeisani and the organisation is 
hoping to set up a better distribu- 
tion centre by the rime it receives 
a consignment of medicine and 
food from Europe in the next few 
days., 

“Our motto is ‘service to 
humanity is service to god,’ " said 
Ramananda Avadutha, director- 
general of the AMURT. based in 
tiie western Indian metropolis of 
Bombay. 

Jordan is not the only country 



Ramammdh Avadutha 


in the region to be receiving aid 
from this organisation. AMURT 
announced in a press release that 
"large shipments of medical and 
food supplies are also being 
gathered in various AMURT 
branches worldwide for transport 
to Iraq and Kuwait." 

On Sunday Somali refugees — 
about forty families in all — will 
also be the recipients of food and 
medical aid. The refugees were in 
an Azraq camp for two months 
before moving to various places 
in Amman. They contacted 
AMURT and requested assist- 
ance saying that no other orga- 
nisation was giving them the im- 
mediate assistance they needed. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), which is technically 
supposed to be taking care of 
those who have been given "re- 


fugee" status, was not “im- 
mediately available for comment 
on the Somalis’ complaint. 

AMURT. which was founded 
in 1962 and has taken pan in 
relief efforts in almost every area 
of famine, drought and conflict 
since then, is a non-governmental 
organisation with over 160 bran- 
ches worldwide. The organisa- 
tion's main purpose is to relieve 
human suffering during and after 
natural or man-made calamities. 

“We care not for different 
faiths, but for humanity and to 
reach people and their trouble,” 
said Ramananda (members of the 
Ananda Marga — which means 
"path of bliss" — use adopted 
single names; Avadutha signifies 
that the person is a member of 
the group). 

AMURT members give five 
per cent of their income to the 
mission which otherwise depends 
totally on voluntary contributions 
in order to carry out its projects. 

In order to serve humanity to 
the greatest extent followers at 
Ananda Marga adhere to a code 
based on physical fitness and 
mental strength through spiritual 
elevation. This is achieved 
through regular daily practice of 
yoga. All members are vegeta- 
rians and strict teetotallers. 

“We serve society through re- 
maining in society, not through 
escapism like those who go to the 
mountains to be spiritual,” «iii 
Ramananda. who wears safron 
robes — safron signifies purity off 
body and soul. 
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Changes come 
with shocks 


THE FORMATION of a new Iraqi government 
Sarturday and the talk in the Iraqi media of a new era 
in the country’s political life are very encouraging 
signs. If anything, it is a positive result of the Golf war. 
It certainly is a reflection of the inevitable belief in 
many Arab quarters that democracy and political 
pluralism are the best medicines for ailing Arab 
societies and Arab Order. This democratic trend that 
for many months now swept through North African 
Arab states, Jordan, Yemen and now into Kuwait and 
Iraq is certainly a promising phenomenon that In the 
grim reality of destruction offers new hope for the 
peoples of the region. 

A democratic Iraq run on a constitutional republic 
and a multi-national, ethnic and religions pluralism 
could serve as a model for the other regimes in the 
region. This is not to say that the task of transferring 
as authoritarian regime into a democratic one, either 
b Iraq or elsewhere in the Gulf, is an easy one. A great 
ccai cf confidence building among the different groups 
a ad factions of the society is a must. Enmity, 
csisgnmtiement and the sense of injustice among Iraq’s 
e lLmic and religious factions are immense. The task 
confronting the Iraqi leadership is a forbidding one. 
Seme might argue that the move is not genuine and 
orJy rhetorical. That might be true. But, deeds will 
Uclermine the outcome. The shock that struck Iraq 
and its leadership was a tremendous one. It is shocks 
liue this one that bring about profound change. The 
Iraqi leadership must have realised that its military 
defeat, and the causes for that, were brought about by 
a narrow segment of an elite leadership without public 
and grassroot input. 

The Iraqis had indeed started talking about demo- 
cracy and pluralism right after the end of Iran-Iraq 
war. The Irarqi leadership was talking about a new 
constitution as recently as last May. And Last month 
there were newsre ports that the Iraqi president had 
tailed exiled Iraqi opposition to share power in 
post-war Iraq. It is now left to the Iraqi Shiites, 
Sunnis, Kurds, Turks and the opposition at large to 
take the opportunity and heed the call for democracy. 
They must all realise that foreign powers lending 
support for Iraqi factions are least interested in Iraqi 
stability. And the Iraqi people, coming out of a 
devastating war, cannot endure for long the bickering 
and infighting between different factions vying for 
power. The peaceful road to power has been inaugu- 
rated. everyone is invited to participate in cementing 
it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA "I daily Saturday cast suspicion over the coming tour of the 
Middle East by President Bush, describing it as a further show of 
power that is bound to increase the bitterness in the hearts of the 
Arab masses. The paper said that while Bush is making 
preparations for the tour after Eid Al Fitr, feast, the Arabs are 
not taking any steps towards joining their ranks and dealing with 
the coming stage in one concerted effort. If the present state of 
affairs continues, said the paper. Bush will be able to cause 
further splits in the ranks of the nation, and his tour would be 
another form of aggression intended to gloat over the miseries of 
others and the suffering of Iraqi people. But, the paper noted, if 
Bush aims to give life to the peace process on the Middle East, 
then he is advised to remember that such move is linked with the 
implementation of international legitimacy and U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on Palestine and Arab-lsraeli conflict. The 
establishment of a just and lasting peace in the region is the 
long-sought goal of the Arab countries, and the implementation 
of U.N. Security Council resolutions is a moral obligation on the 
part of the world community, the paper added. It said Bush has to 
remember that involving Israel in determining the fate of 
occupied Arab territories and the future of the Palestinian people 
will be a flagrant violation of the very principles which were 
followed by the world community with regard to the Gulf issue. 

A columnist in Saw: Al Shaab daily renews calls for boycotting 
the United States as a modest expression of the Arab masses 
condemnation of the American “aggression" on Iraq. Ahmad 
Dhiban notes that the Arabs ought at least to boycott American • 
goods to show their resentment of the American policies which 
are directed against the interests of the Arab Nation, and in reply 
to Washington’s 'Crimes committed against the Palestinians 
through the Zionist allies in Palestine. It is regrettable to see some 
Arab states aligning themselves behind American aggression and 
American Zionist hegemony on the Arab' World, but the majority 
of Arabs ought to put into practice the old slogans of boycotting 
American goods which have been permeating our markets 
our homes, the writer notes. Now that the Arabs realised that 
nearly 90.00fl tonnes of bombs have been dropped on Iraq to kill 
Iraqi people, they should take some action in expression of their 
wrath and their indignation, the writer adds. He says that no Arab 
country took part tn the war on the side of the Iraqi people who 
were left alone to bear the brunt of the aggression, and at least the 
other Arabs can do this very little part, which is boycotting the 
American goods. He says that such action can be started by 
countries which opposed the aggression, but the action would 
sooner or later spread to the other parts of the Arab World. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd Al Fanek 


After the war — settling accounts or healing wounds? 


AFTER the Gulf war ended, will the Arab U.S. allies proceed to 
settle accounts or to heal the wounds? If settling accounts is the name 
of the game, then wounds will continue to bleed with bitterness, that 
may take them generations to heal. 

From a purely rational view point, the Iraqi leadership should not 
have allowed the situation to deteriorate into war, first by air and 
then by land. From a military point of view, the outcome of the war 
was determined in advance. No one in his right mind should or could 
have expected Iraq to prevail over 30 countries led by the United 
States of America in an all out shooting war. In effect, the uncertain 
aspect of such a war was whether it will be short or long, and whether 
the American casualties will be light or heavy. After one hundred 
thousand air raids against Iraqi targets, and explosives equal to five 
Hiroshima-type atomic bombs, and after six months of air, sea, and 
land blockade, no one expected Iraq to withstand a land war. All 
the national will and pride in the world would not have enabled a 
country deprived of food, medicine, raw materials, spare parts, and 
all forms of supplies to fight a comprehensive all out war against a 
formidable coalition. 

Yet for six weeks, Iraq fought bravely, struck at Israel, and stood 
up to the sole superpower in the new post-cold war, a superpower 
supported by the armies and fleets of 30 countries, and funded by 
billions of dollars of Arab oil wealth and Japanese and German 
financial resources. 

What followed was the natural result, an astounding victory for the 
coalition from a military point of view, the destruction of the 
economic and social infrastructure of Iraq. 

However, this result may turn out to be a political disaster for the 
West in general and for the U.S. in particular. 

The cost of the war may be $100 billion, but the re-building of Iraq 
and Kuwait may take 10 to 20 years and cost another $300 billion. For 
better or worse, the political landscape and the Arab and worid 


orders will never be the same again. 

But what about the Arab countries and leaders who did not join 
the coalition against Iraq, and stood against the war, and were 
outspoken in their call for a peaceful solution and in their national 
Arab Teel in gs opposing foreign intervention. What about Jordan? 

Jordan should start to count and assess its short term losses and try, 
to minimise the damages and compensate whatever is not repairable 
in the short run. Those -losses are of economic and political nature. 

On the economic side, Jordan may lose all Arab aid for quire 
sometime. Jobs of most Jordanians in the Gulf state, except for 
Kuwait, survived the crisis, but Jordanian expatriates remained in a 
precarious situation. Most likely, returnees from the Gulf labour 
market will exceed new entrants, and remittances may remain at the 
current level i.e., below 30 per cent of the pre-crisis level. Recovery 
of the export markets in the Gulf will be the least difficult step in a 
long process. 

On the political side, the risks could be higher. Jordan’s national 
security has always been based on the strategic balance in the area 
that at the moment has been shaken. The Iraqi depth and Iraq's 
ready support in case of an external threat will certainly not 
disappear, but has been badly weakened. 

Jordan has always counted on its positive image and goodwill all 
over the worid, particularly in the West. The question now is whether 
the international community will betray Jordan on the pretext that it 
“allied" itself with Iraq. 

Jordan's image in Western media is currently mixed. Some senior 
U.S. officials understand that the alternatives to the present 
Jordanian regime are not attractive; some, especially less informed 
commentators, make grim predictions. 

Newsweek magazine for instance, says that Jordan is a country 
with virtually no resources but the goodwill of its neighbours; Saudi 
Arabia has cut off oil and aid; some Israelis would Tike to see the 
regime fall, in favour of a Palestinian state. Jordan’s relations with 


the West got strained after a speech by His Majesty King Hussein, 
Feb. 6. which was interpreted as anti-American. 

Although the speech was addressed to the Jordanian people, CNN 
carried it live to the offices of American officials during working 
hours, and thus the speech drew hasty responses. 

It is strange how this speech, was conceptually misunderstood, 
overshadowing the fact that Jordan was officially against the 
annexation of Kuwait, continued to recognise the emir of Kuwait, 
and adhered to the Security Council resolutions even when they were 
snirid al to the Jordanian economy and took a neutral position in the 
war. 

The King’s speech reflected the sentiments of the people. 

However the King emerged from the Gulf war with huge political 
gains: more credibility and legitimacy, because he was against the 
spilling of Arab blood. 

From the first day of the crisis, and during the war, Jordan stood by 
its principles and behaved as a responsible member of the interna- 
tional community. Jordan neither responded to bribes nor to 
blackmail, and opposed the coalition’s intent to destroy Ir aq. B ut 
Jordan has a crucial role to play in resolving the Palestinian 
question, reestablishment of Middle East stability, and above all 
in helping to heal' the wounds of the war. 

After all, Iraq did not vanish. It will continue to be a major power 
politically, militariJy and economically. Iraq is expected to emerge 
from the war with deep wounds but with considerable political 
influence, not only in the Arab street but also in the Arab minds. 
Jordan is the proper channel for the reconciliation with Iraq and the 
whole Arab Nation. 

In general, Jordan may have shrunk economically, but it has grown 
in political stature. Even those who lobby against Jordan realise very 
well >that Jordan is democratic, that it has a free market economy, 
and that it was never involved in terrorism or drug trafficking. 


Americans too high-minded to be trusted 


By David Marquand 

IN the first truly high-tech war 
in history, the United States 
has triumphed more complete- 
ly than at any time since the 
Union armies crushed the Con- 
federacy. An American war. 
started by an American presi- 
dent in pursuit of an American 
objective, has been won, with 
breath-taking ease, by the 
crushing weight of American 
technology. No wonder the 
Soviet generals are worried. 

Overwhelming military su- 
periority went hand-in-hand 
with overwhelming political 
pre-eminence. The Arab mem- 
bers of the coalition were 
American clients. Britain was 
an enthusiastic American sub- 
altern. Despite mutinous- mo- 
ments at the beginning, France 
ended as an unenthusiastic 
one. The rest of Europe was 
out of the game altogether — 


divided, confused and lacking 
in both will and capacity to 
pursue a policy of its own. The 
Soviet Union had a policy, but 
was too weak to make it effec- 
tive. The uneasy power ba- 
lance of the cold war era is, in 
short, in ruins and no new 
balance has replaced it. 

On present form, the much- 
vaunted new world order will 
be indistinguishable from a pax 
Americana. Most British com- 
mentators seem to view this 
prospect with an equanimity 
bordering on the servile. Bush 
paid due regard to his allies, 
they insist; when he ignored 
them it was because they were 
wrong. Gorbachev’s attempt to 
mediate was misconceived at 
best and mischievous at worst; 
the Americans were right to 
brush them aside. And because 
Bush’s leadership was benevo- 
lent we can safely assume that 
future American presidents 


will be equally benevolent. 
The last thing the United 
States wants is hegemony over 
the rest of the world. We 
should rejoice that she is self- 
lessly prepared to assume the 
burdens of leadership which no 
one else can shoulder. 

There is something in it. of 
course. In the end, military 
and political power depend on 
economic power. The pax Bri- 
tannica of the 19th century was 
built on the industrial sup- 
remacy of Lancashire and the 
financial supremacy of the Gty 
of London at least as much as 
on the guns of the Royal Navy. 

Present-day Americans have 
no such assets. In the business 
of wealth creation they are 
almost as outclassed as we are.. 
It is also true that they are not.-.- 
by nature, a hegemony-seeking^ 
people. They can be screwed- a; 
up to make short, moralistic 
forays into the wicked world 


beyond their shores, but the 
thin red line of empire is pro- 
foundly alien to their tradition 
and to their image of them- 
selves. 

Unfortunately a bankrupt 
world policeman, haunted by 
the sense of economic failure 
and anxious to compensate for 
it. may well be more dangerous 
than a rich and confident one. 
And, by a familiar paradox of 
pure-heartedness, the fact that 
the United States is not natur- 
ally an imperialistic or 
hegemony-seeking nation 
makes the prospect of a pax 
Americana more worrying 
rather than less. 

Good policemen are not 
pure in heart and nor are good 
world policemen. They know 
tharToree has its- bitter part to 
play in human affairs; and be- 
cause ihey know this they also' 1 
know that force should be used 
sparingly, for limited ends and 


U.S. official calls for Arab-lsraeli 
cooperation on water 


WASHINGTON — President 
Bush's special mediator for water 
in the Middle East. Richard L. 
Arm it age, has called on the coun- 
tries of the Middle East to begin 
to solve the ominous water shor- 
tage problem in the region. 

“The water crisis is fully upon 
us, and nothing — not border 
disputes, or political aspirations 
or security arrangements — is 
more important than securing the 
elemental conditions of human 
survival," Annitage told repor- 
ters and environmental experts at 
a March 19 news conference. 

Annitage, along with other 
officials and water experts partici- 
pated in a Global Water Summit 
Initiative's (GWSAI) news con- 
ference, calling for a special Mid- 
dle East Water Summit to be held 
Nov. 3-9 in Istanbul. GWSI is a 
non-profit, policy research and 
educational group. 

In his remarks, the presidential 
advisor said, “There can be no 
political glory or gain for those 
who dither as the crisis worsens, 
or those who seek to maximise 
their own tennous hold on a 
precious resource without regard 
for the needs of their neigh- 
bours.” 

"There is something to be said 
for the proposition that Arab- 
lsraeli cooperation on water mat- 
ters might lead to cooperation on 
a broader political front; that 
technical cooperation on water 
could be a confidence-building 
process," Annitage said. 

The following is the text of 
Armitage's remarks: 

I would like to commend Presi- 
dent Ozal and Dr. Starr for their 
splendid initiative, and express 
my delight al being included in a 
panel of such distinguished indi- 
viduals. My remarks, quite frank- 
ly, will be political in nature. Iam 
certain- that my fellow panelists 
have forgotten more about water 
management than I've ever 
known, so I will try to avoid 
matters that would only define 
and illustrate my profound ignor- 
ance. 

For almost forty years the 
United States has played a help- 
ful role in seeking solutions to the 
problems of water scarcity in the 
Middle East. In a very real sense, 
however, the roles we and die 
states of the Middle East choose 


to play now, as the twentieth 
century ends, will either validate 
or make meaningless all that has 
been done before. 

I will focus my remarks oo our 
past, present and future efforts 
concerning water controversies 
entangled in the dispute between 
Arabs and Israelis. Although the 
American role in this area is 
one in which the citizens of this 
nation can take considerable 
pride, we must now view the issue 
in a fundamentally new light. 


Israeli disputes over water helped 
lead to war in June 1967. 

Since the time of Eric John- 
ston the United States has con- 
tinued to work quietly for region- 
al water understandings. Over a 
decade ago Ambassador Phil 
Habib tried to broker an Israeli- 
Jordanian understanding that 
would allow the building of a dam 
by Jordan on the Yarmouk River 
at Maqarin Station. My own 
efforts in this regard date from 
September 1989. If anyone wants 


“The water crisis is fully upon us, and 
nothing — not border disputes, or political 
aspirations or security arrangements — is 
more important than securing the 
elemental conditions of human survival. 
Any Arab or Israeli leader who fails to 
recognise and act upon the water emergen- 
cy afflicting the region is condemning his 
own society and those of his neighbours to 
slow and painful deaths.” 


In 1953 President Eisenhower 
sent his personal ambassador, 
Mr. Eric Johnston, to the region 
to offer the governments of Lobar 
non, Syria, Jordan and Israel a 
plan for the unifi ed and compre- 
hensive development of the Jor- 
dan Valley. The Eisenhower 
administration hoped that an 
irrigation plan covering the entire 
watershed of the Jordan Valley 
would alleviate the economic 
plight of Palestinian refugees 
without invoking contentious 
political issues. Indeed, in 
Ambassador Johnston's words, 
“I have emphasised that my 
negotiations related to a prog- 
ramme for the economic develop- 
ment of the area, and I insist that 
. tfrey remain in this context and 
not be linked with the settlement 
of any political problems." 

As a statement of principle. 
Ambassador Johnston’s was 
accurate. However, political 
problems prevented the full ap- 
plication of the Jordan Valley 
plan. Even though elements — 
Jordan's King Abdullah Canal 
being a prominent example — 
saw fruition, continued Arab- 


to. know what Phil Habib and 
Rich Annitage have in common, 
one need only gaze upon the 
empty expanses of Maqarin Sta- 
tion and gauge the ever dwindling 
flows of the Yarmouk River. 
That is not to say that Israel and 
Jordan have been inflexible. 
There has indeed been move- 
ment, but the bottom line is still 
no Maqarin Dam. 

However, it is not Eric John- 
. ston or Phil Habib or Rich Armit- 
ags who will bear the burden of 
history’s harsh verdict on this 
matter. Whatever our shortcom- 
ings as mediators, one political 
reality stands out: Decisions rest 
with the states themselves. It is 
not a lack of American good will, 
good intentions or good offices 
that has frustrated progress. 

There is something to be said 
for the proposition that Arab- 
lsraeli cooperation on water mat- 
ters might lead to cooperation on 
a broader political front; that 
technical cooperation on water 
could be a confidence -building 
process- My message today is that 
we are beyond the point in the 
Middle East of regarding water 


merely as a nonpolitical key that 
might open political doors. The 
water crisis is fully upon us, and 
nothing — not border disputes, 
or political aspirations or security 
arrangements — is more impor- 
tant than securing the elemental 
conditions of human survival. 
Any Arab or Israeli leader who 
fails to recognise and act.opon the 
water emergency afflicting the 
region is condemning his own 
society and those of his neigh- 
bours to slow and painful deaths. 

The political constraints that 
frustrated Eric Johnston and his 
successors can no longer be re- 
garded as acceptable. There can 
be no political shame or liability 
attached to the prospect, and 
indeed, the necessity of Arabs 
and Israelis meeting openly and 
in the full light of day to devise 
equitable solutions to problems 
which cannot and will not be 
solved unilaterally. There can be 
no political glory or gain for those 
who dither as the crisis worsens, 
or those who seek to maximise 
their own tenuous bold on a 
precious resource without regard 
for the needs of their neighbours. 

I am confident that the United 
States wfl] remain frilly engaged 
in this difficult process. Thanks to 
the efforts of President Ozal, I 
am confident that we will have 
partners. The world must indeed 
focus on this problem, but so 
must the leaders of the states 
most affected by its implications. 
The old rules of the game — 
indirect communication and the 
squandering of resources behind 
boundaries — did not make sense 
in the 1950s. Forty years later 
thty constitute the precise pre- 
scription for disaster. The rules 
must change. The United States 
will continue to put forward plans 
and proposals that the parties are 
free to accept or reject- The 
United States will explore and 
encourage international efforts to 
focus attention and resources on 
the problem. What we cannot do, 
however, is relieve the parties 
themselves of their responsibili- 
ties. We shall see soon enough 
whether or not the prospect of a 
new world order will make it 
possible for Arabs and Israelis to 
devise new rules for an old game 
that no one is winning — U.S- 
Information - Agency. 


in limited ways. Cynical, im- 
perialistic peoples like the Brit- 
ish and French have absorbed 
this bleak wisdom into their 
bloodstreams, though in this 
terrible century even they have 
sometimes forgotten it. The 
Americans never learnt it. 

Because they are pure in 
heart, they cannot fight limited 
wars. To fight a limited war 
would be to concede that the 
enemy is not utterly evil. And 
unless the enemy is utterly evil, 
war is not justified at all. 

The savage devastation of 
the South in the American 
Civil War, the insistence on 
unconditional surrender in the 
World War II and the demon- 
isatiod of Saddam and dismis- 
sal of the Soviet peace initia- 
tive in the Gulf war are-ad part "• 
of the same syndrome. In each ' 
case, an essentially anti--' 
militaristic people could be 
mobilised for war only by con- 


vincing itself that the other side 
was vile beyond compare. In 
each case the result was that 
only total victory, bought by 
total destruction, would do. 

Such a people simply cannot 
be trusted with the overwhelm- 
ing superiority they now enjoy 
— not because they are wicked 
or jingoistic or power-mad, but 
because they are too high- 
minded and too convinced of 
their own moral rectitude for a 
world painted in shades of 
grey. 

The deepening crisis of the 
Soviet state has removed the 
balancing factor of the post- 
war period. The only conceiv- 
able candidate for filling the 
gap is the still fledgling Euro- 
pean Union which is gradually 
taking shape. It is rime to call 
•' in the compromising cynics of 
-'‘•the OId~W6iid 'to redress the 
balance of New World moral- 
ism — The Guardian. 



LETTERS 

Make complaints 

To the Editor 

DURING the two years that led up to the June war of 1967, 1 was a 
rndn^ Jordaii, worUng for one of the government depart- 

ElUZfSS?* 1 deV * toped 3 Ver * affectionfor 
t S “ ce ** end of ®y secondment shortly 
aftiar the war, I have tried, through politicians and the press, to eel 

^ C s I^inT tr7 10 ^*"2^ toe difficulties confront^ to 

relation uf the 

understand the £ 

of ww^l£!fto ^ f“ d Stat£ 

Zionists, Ben Zvi and Ben Gnrion nuMfchSf- thrs. In 1918, two 
in June of that year called "Palestine’' In whl J^ 04 * 011 ^ ****** 
boundaries of the Jewish stale would extend'^**? Stated to flt toe 
Mediterranean, north to Mount Lebanon east^h ^ 

and south to the Sinai penhS^M^ to desert 

Menachim Begin said in a sMKhm a!!*?! “ 19S0 ’ 

peace for 7: i ^ 

toe whole of the ^ * ***** ******' 

Both these statements are threateifme ^ « 

concerned and have never been rescinded. S c?^!'^. 51 ^ 
necessary for Israel to give up these ** t ^ erefore 35 
ststesconcerned to give up 5,e * * for toe Arab 

Thereis one important sten the . 

help the situation. When he reacts^ can 
he knows to be incorrect or even raise statemtnts 

originator and object in oolite. ,, esfaou| d take it up with to 

May I offer my sincerest wishes far a sucSL*^ ■ * 

difficult times that lie ahead in getting SUSSES? 

®*nnis Goodwin. 

, : The U.K. 
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Looking beyond the Gulf war: Reconciliation and reconstruction 


By HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

* 

The following is the text of an address delivered by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan at the national conference in 
response to the Gulf war, held at Tamaipais Institute, San 
Francisco, on Saturday, March 23. 


Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Dear friends. 

It has been said that “to work 
towards better times ahead may 
well be to grope in the dark, to be 
susceptible either to the false 
certainty of fundamentalist re- 
treat and future salvation, or to 
the false pessimism of inevitable 
doom.” 

Even if this is a true portrayal 
* of the contemporary history of 
the Middle East, the question is: 
How can we work together to 
change it? How can we achieve 
progress towards enduring peace 
without foiling victim to the two 
extreme moods of “salvation** or 
“doom"? 

A first step is to stop question- 
ing motives and to concentrate 
our minds on those effective and 
practical moves that can take us 
closer to enduring peace. After 
all, it is dexterity rather than 
motives that is going to achieve, 
results in the Middle East. Prog- 


ress towards peace in the region 
cannot be achieved without an 
active and leading role for the 
United States. 

This, I believe, is true in re- 
spect of Gulf security, regional 
economic development for all na- 
tions, and the resolution of the 
Arab-Israeli as well as the 
Palestinian- Israeli conflicts. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The United States today occu- 
pies a unique position in tbe 
world in terms of the responsibili- 
ties that it Is shouldering, and m 
terras of peoples' expectations 
from h. Many of its friends expect 
from the United States to deal 
with other regional conflicts with- 
in the same international context 
as in the Gulf crisis. However, ft 
is important that all share in the 
responsibilities and burdens, in- 
stead of expecting the United 
States to unilaterally solve all 
conflicts. There are many ways in 
which its friends can and should 
contribute and help. 

If tbe credibility of the United 
States has been affected in certain 
constituencies, then the challenge 
is how to strengthen this credibil- 
ity. Ail who can contribute 
should do so because this is an 
essential pre-requisite for moving 
towards peace. We are told that 
the popularity of the United 
States is, for example, at a low 
point in the Palestinian occupied 
territories. We in Jordan faced 
similar situations in the past. The 
moot point is that we should 
strengthen our credibilities 
together and not at each other's 
expense. Jordan is ready to do all 
what it can to build confidence 
between all concerned. We have 
to work with our people in doing 
so. The moral integrity of our 
democratic process must be safe- 
guarded. It provides the most 
solid foundation for durable 
peace: Needless to say, mutual 
trust between states can have an 
effective value only if it is 
anchored in credibility between 
governments and their respective 
constituencies. 

- The issue of small states within 
the context of .regional security 
should receive the attention it 
deserves. What is- required is to 
move towards collective security 


that meets the individual needs of 
small states in the region. Prog- 
ress must be made from the milit- 
ary defence of a small country 
(Israel;, to the liberation of 
another country (Kuwait), to the 
ultimate need to assist in streng- 
. thening small countries and be- 
leaguered peoples in standing up 
for themselves. 

Distinguished participants. 

In talking about the Palestinian 
issue, I do not intend to dwell on 
the terrible pathos or the sense of 
rage that the Palestinians feel 
about what is happening to their 
people and to their cause. Secret- 
ary Baker, recently in Jerusalem, 
has demonstrated bow confi- 
dence building with the Palesti- 
nians can be practically initiated. 
This is ihe most effective way for 
dispelling those extreme moods 
of “fundamentalist salvation” or 
“fatalistic doom" that have been 
gripping our brothers under 
occupation. Just as the adminis- 
tration strove to prove many of fts 
critics wrong in the Gulf war, 
what remains to be seen is 
whether it can also prove wrong 
those who consider that the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict is in- 
soluble or that die time has not 
yet come for its resolution. 

In talking about constituencies, 
mention ought to be made of the 
emotions engendered by the des- 
truction caused to Iraq during the 
war. The suffering of the Iraqi 
people is felt by the Arabs every- 
where. In fact the Gulf crisis has 
had a Third World dimension 
that also needs to be healed. 
Financial compensation to those 
affected countries is necessary 
but not sufficient to remedy aD 
those side-effects. A way must be 
found for tbe reconstruction of 
Iraq to commence without delay. 
The well being and survival of 
eighteen million fellow Arabs is 
at stake. The credibility of all 
Arab governments will be badly 
shaken if. God forbid, epidemics, 
starvation and disaster take their 
toll. The human and territorial 
integrity of Iraq must be pre- 
served. 

Ladles and Gentlemen, 

In five months time it will be 
exactly half a century since 
Roosevelt and Churchil put 
together their vision of a postwar 
order. In August 1941, aboard 
the “Augusta” off the coast of 
Newfoundland, they signed tbe 
Atlantic charter. As everyone 
knows; the cold wap tragically- 
intervened and frustrated their 


hopes for a free, peaceful and 
secure world. 

A few months ago, in Novem- 
ber 1990, the leaders of 34 na- 
tions finally laid the cold war to 
rest and signed the “charter of 
Paris for a new Europe" at the 
summit of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE). Will the "34" of 
Paris capture what the “2” of the 
“Augusta" failed to do? 

Some may question whether 
the cold war was m fact laid to 
rest and may concede just a “mel- 
lowing” in relations between East 
and West. But of more relevance 
is the remarks of the secretary 
general of tbe United Nations at 
the Paris summit about the indi- 
visibility of peace and justice. Mr. 
Javier Perez de Cuellar reminded 
world leaders at the Paris summit 
that peace and justice are indivisi- 
ble. He stressed the reality of 
linkages between Europe and 
other regions of the globe where 
current conflicts “have their ori- 
gin in actions and circumstances 
going back to the colonial eta.” 
He added that “the North will 
continue to be seated on a base of 
day as long as the South does not 
enjoy a minimum of well being.” 

These words could hardly ring 
more true than in the case of the 
Middle East. It took fifty years to 
extend the spirit of peace, secur- 
ity and justice from the “2” to the 
“34”. How long will it be before 
we realise a “charter for a new 
Middle East” for the “27” in our 
region: The 22 Arab states plus 
the 3 non-Arab states (Iran, .Tur- 
key, Malta, Cyprus and Israel)? 
This remains an open question. 
But what can be said with certain- 
ty is that nobody can afford to 
waste another half a century. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Perhaps a first bold step to- 
wards new thinking in our region 
is the need to “rethink security." 
The questions of war and peace 
are inseparable from the ques- 
tions of demography, environ- 
ment and ideology. Extensive 
linkages exist between security, 
or rather insecurity, and the de- 
gradation of people, environment 
and cultural identity. The abuse 
of human and political rights, 
ecocide and the loss of cultural 
identity are all too readily appa- 
rent in the Middle East. A broad- 
ly defined security concept,, 
means tackling the root causes of 
conflict. 

In rethinking the meaning of 


AN OLD Arabic saying declares 
that “true friendship comes only 
after a misunderstanding." 

There is a perception that Jor- 
dan blundered in the recent Gulf 
crisis and backed the wrong side. 
My address to you here today is 
not intended as an intervention 
that spares Jordan the wrath of its 
critics and proves them wrong. 
Whether Jordan was myopic or 
for sighted in the recent crisis is 
not particularly valid for me to 
say. As a related party, whatever 
I say in this context can be easily 
misconstrued as either too apo- 
logetic. or too critical, towards 
our long-standing friends in the 
V United States. 

Well, I certainly do not intend 
to argue about who is to blame 
for the misunderstanding be- 
tween Jordan and its friends in 
the United States. But let me say 
at once that Jordan is not 
apprehensive about being criti- 
cised. To the contrary, democra- 
cy is strengthening our belief in 
Jordan in the value of criticism. 
But what preoccupies our mind 
now that the war has ended is: 
how can we together work bard 
for a stable peace in the region? 
Enduring peace is our mission. 


security, a number of postulates 
have to be questioned and reex- 
amined. My aim here is not to 
theorise, but rather to identify a 
way for breaking-out from the 
previous well-trodden paths or 
cul-de-sacs. Not only the military, 
but also the political and econo- 
mic route maps must be carefully 
surveyed to identify an appropri- 
ate new path through the existing 
regional maze. 

Many of the road-blocks in our 
journey are trans-national in their 
essence. Emphasising the politic- 
al and 'economic dimensions of 
security can help provide a reme- 
dial expansion of the tools avail- 
able to deal with those trans- 
national issues or road-blocks. 
Authoritarian regimes and an 
apparent neglect of festering 
problems have contributed to the 
emergence of what has been 
termed as the “politics of de- 
spair." Demographic trends and 
the widening gap between the 
"haves” and the “have-nots” 
have sparked off the “economics 
of despair." This political eco- 
nomy of despair has led the entire 
region to an extremely precarious 
and insecure situation. 

Dear friends, 

Democratisation, freedom of 
expression, human rights and the 
accountability of rulers provide a 
route towards an alternative poli- 
tical economy of peace and prog- 
ress. I believe this is the best 
alternative route towards what I 
have termed as the three R's: 
Rehabilitation. Reconstruction 
and Reconciliation. 

Before moving into further de- 
tails. it should be stressed again 
that those long-festering conflicts 
must be tackled by the world 
community with the same deter- 
mination and on the same basis as 
in the case of the recent Gulf 
crisis. Otherwise, how can re- 
habilitation, reconstruction and 
reconciliation succeed if the cur- 
rent situation in Palestine or the 
Lebanon for example continues? 
How can we sustain credibility 
and work together if the political 
rights and the right of self- 
determination continue to be de- 
nied to the Palestinians? 

A number of proposals have 
been made for a Helsinki-type 
approach for the Middle East. 
My purpose here is not to go into 
their details, but only to observe 
that all these proposals for a 
CSCME (Conference-on -Security 
and Cooperation in the Middle ( 
East) emphasise that their aim is 
neither to contradict particular 


schemes for regional security nor 
to divert attention from solving 
long-standing conflicts. They 
rather represent an attempt to 
provide a framework and an en- 
vironment conducive to diploma- 
tic or political initiatives for deal- 
ing with specific problems. It is 
within the framework of such an 
'approach that I believe we can 
identify common ground for the 
three R’s. 

Mr- Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

A number of common prob- 
lems confront regional adversar- 
ies in the Middle East. Energy, 
arms and external debts are chal- 
lenges facing not only a country 
such as Jordan, but others like 
Turkey, Egypt and Israel. This 
energy/arms/debt triangle also 
links the Middle East to the 34 
states of Helsinki. This group of 
states is the main consumer of 
Middle East energy, its main 
supplier of armaments and its 
major creditor (with few excep- 
tions such as China. Japan and 
Brazil). 

The moral weight of the Hel- 
sinki process can m this wav be 
brought to bear on its neighbours 
in the Middle East. Such para- 
doxical side effects as the transfer 
of armaments from Europe to the 
Middle East in the wake of the 
CFE treaty t conventional forces 
in Europe) must be effectively- 
tackled. Otherwise how can the 
integrity of the whole process in 
the Middle East be safeguarded? 

As far as energy is concerned, 
the purpose is not to subjectively 
refer to “cheap oil” or “expen- 
sive oil.” Rather ft is to evolve an 
alternative to the highly politi- 
cised confrontation between sel- 
lers and buyers. “Energy” is con- 
spicuously absent from the 1992 
objectives in Europe. The charter 
of Paris has implicitly recognised 
this serious gap in stating “we 
welcome, in particular, practical 
steps to create optimal conditions 
for the economic and rational 
development of energy resources, 
with due regard for environmen- 
tal consideration.” In fact, the 
Netherlands proposed at the 
Paris summit a “European energy 
charter” to evolve a cooperative 
framework that assures stable 
supplies, stimulates Central and 
East European production and 
safeguards the environment. It 
only makes sense that the Middle 
• East (the Gulf as well as the 
Maghreb) , should be included ip 
such a framework. Apart from 
the dependence of Europe on oil 


from the Gulf, there is an increas- 
ing level of importation of gas 
from the Maghreb. Gas pipelines 
across the Mediterranean already 
link Maghreb producers with Ita- 
ly and soon Spain, Portugal and 
possibly France and Germany. 

Concerning debt it is worth 
noting that all the non-oil pro- 
ducing countries in the Middle 

East suffer from major external 
debt problems. These problems 
are linked in no small way to the 
preceding issue of armamems. 
Unlike Eastern Europe, so far no 
concept of regional economic sta- 
bilisation has emerged for the 
Middle East. Debt-ridden coun- 
tries depend on hand-outs and 
subsidies coupled with IMF 
structural adjustment and auster- 
ity programmes. This approach 
has increased tensioas between 
the haves and the have-nots in the 
region and has provided a fertile 
socio-economic environment for 
radicalism. A cornerstone of a 
new debt strategy is arms control. 
The successful implementation of 
arms control and arms reduction 
will release substantial funds that 
were previously wasted on arma- 
ments. Countries abiding by such 
a process will qualify lor the 
systematic and measured reduc- 
tion of existing debts (most of 
which were accumulated through 
arms purchases in the first place). 
A cursory look at most indebted 
nations in the Middle East reveals 
that most, if not all. would no 
longer need continuous subsidies 
if the existing debt overhang is 
removed (this includes Turkey. 
Israel and Iraq). The key issue, 
however, is not the write-off of 
debts in a vacuum. It should be 
part of an arms control and re- 
duction package coupled with 
appropriate economic adjustment 
policies (stabilisation and structu- 
ral adjustments). 

To assist in this process, a 
regional debt sinking fund can be 
set-up by the oil-rich countries in 
the area to share the burden in 
the debt reduction process. The 
application of the arms control 
process on the oil countries them- 
selves will help release significant 
resources from their defence 
budgets. 

The second pillar of the prop- 
osed debt reduction strategy is a 
regional socio-economic package. 
A regional development fund 
should be established to provide 
investment capital for those coun- 
tries implementing stabilisation 
and adjustment programmes. 
National and regional infra- 


structural programmes should be 
integrated to the extent possible. 
Water, energy, transport and 
telecommunications regional sec- 
toral plans should be evolved. 
These can become (he leading 
sectors in the economic revitalisa- 
tion of the post-war Middle East. 
Water, energy and transport can 
be viewed as the “steel and coal” 
of a new Middle East community 
including the non-. Arab states of 
the region. A study by the World 
Bank has shown that in the past, 
only* 3 per cent of the financial 
surplus of the oil rich countries 
was invested in the region. There 
is a need to evolve a new invest- 
ment criteria and a new basis for 
calculating rates of return, to help 
channel pan of the remaining 93 
per cent into the region. 

To avoid disaster for itself and 
the world, the Middle East 

urgently needs a remedial expan- 
sion of the tools available to 
promote interdependence both 
mirj- and inter- regionally. A uti- 
litarian “worked-oul rights" 
approach has to replace the ethic- 
al “intrinsic rights” approach be- 
fore a mc.mingtul cooperative 
strategy can emerge. What is 
needed is lo institutionalise a new 
regional development thinking 
based on mutual gains and in- 
terests (both economic and so- 
cial!. Apptopriate eost-benefit 
criteria at the regional level have 
to be evolved and applied to 
sectoral projects such as water, 
energy jnd transportation. Wel- 
fare economies has extensive 
tools relating to social cost- 
benefit analysis that can be ex- 
tended to an inira-regionol con- 
text. To use economic jargon, 
what is needed is to identify 
“externalities" li.e. external 
socio-economic benefits to the 
region from particular invest- 
ments) and to “internalise" their 
effects tbv transforming the in- 
cidental benefit into a product for 
which a price is charged). This 
can apply not only to water, 
energy and transportation but 
also to education and manpower 
migration. A number of multi- 
lateral agencies (such as the 
World Bank) can easily provide 
the technical expertise needed to 
evolve a new investment criteria 
for the region. Creative invest- 
ment plans can. on the basis of 
such a new investment criteria, 
transform the existing regional 
zero-sum game into a scenario of 
mutual gains and move us 
together towards rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and reconciliation. 


Prince 

(Continued from page 1) 

ahead,” the Crown Prince said. 

Later the Crown Prince addres- 
sed a forum entitled “Looking 
beyond the Gulf Wan Recon- 
ciliation and Reconstruction” at 
Tamaipais Institute, San Francis- 
co. 

The Crown Prince said: 

— Firmly believing in the value of 
democracy, Jordan is not apprehen- 
sive about being criticised. Opinions 
differ on whether Jordan's policies 
during the Gulf crisis were far sighted 
or short sighted. 

— Jordan’s current preoccupation 
is to promote stable and enduring 
peace in the region. 

— Dexterity, rather than motives, 
will achieve remits. An active and 
leading role for tbe United States is a 
prerequisite for progress towards 
peace. 

— Regional priorities are Gulf 
security, regional economic develop- 
ment for all nations and the resolu- 
tion of the Arab-Israeli and 
Palestinian-Israeli conflicts. 

— The friends of tbe United States 
y . expect it to deal within Middle Cast 
within the same international 
context as in the Gulf crisis. 

— We should strengthen our credi- 
bilities together and not at each 
other's expense. 

Change 

(Continued from page 1) 

daily was the first to speak out 
against the performance of die 
’ Iraqi media in an article published 
m the newspaper two weete ago- 
Said implied that the Iraqi media 
and p r ^ c misled and disinformed 
the public, and he called for pro- 
■ feso onal mid objective journalism 
in Iraq. 

The lack of tbe credibility of the 
Iraqi media is viewed by some 
V ' nffiriak and analysts to seriously 
obstruct tbe reconstruction of the 
country and efforts to main tain 
national unity. 

“How can we reach out for the 
people if the media has no credibil- 
ity," asked one Baatbist official. 

The Iraqi media was mainly criti- 
cised for fts excessive rhetoric and 
virtual blackout on some crucial 
.events. For example the media and 
p fw< i mainf”" 11 * 1 total silence for a 
long time concerning the unrest in 
the south. As a result, Iraqis were 
listening to mainly Western radio 
stations which were carrying the 
opposition's and the I ra n i a n ver- 
$4 son of the story, 
if “Oar people are vulnerable to 
hostile radio stations. This is ex- 
tremely dangerous in a situation, 
where people could be given to 
despair by the vast destruction of 
tiie country and the psychological 
warfare that is waged against 


Iraq,” the party official noted. 

In his speech last week. Presi- 
dent Saddam pledged to allow 
freedom of the press as part of a 
comprehensive democratisation 
process. 

Officials said later that Baghdad 
would adopt a new and open in- 
formation policy which would also 
include a shift in attitude towards 
the international media. 

They predicted then that Mr. 
Jassem would not remain in his 
post despite his historic -and close 
friendship with President Saddam. 

But the Iraqi media's failure was 
not the only shortcoming exposed 
by the military defeat. Many in 
Baghdad are critical and have lost 
faith in the many supposed!) 
popular organisations that were 
part of the vast apparatus of the 
Baathist Party. 

From tbe very first day of the 
war, there was no visible or tangi- 
ble role for tbe party’s organisa- 
tions. which, in theory, aimed at 
maintaining a link between the 
leadership and the people. Many 
Iraqis concluded that these orga- 
nisations — those of women, 
youth, students and trade unions 
— were paralysed by bureaucracy 
and lack of initiative. Tbe result. 


according to one Baathist activist, 
was an increase in tbe feeling of 
alienation from wide sectors of tbe 
public. 

These realisations, analysts con- 
dude, are expec t ed to lead to a 
thorough reassessment of the role 
of the Baathist Party in the govern- 
ment — if the system survives. 

Syria 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Sharaa said President 
Hafez AJ Assad told U.S. Secret- 
ary of Stale James Baker, who 
toured the region this month, that 
a comprehensive settlement of 
the Middle East dispute required 
an international conference. 

He said Mr. Baker did not 
bring any specific plan. But Syria 
and other Arab allies in the Gulf 
war believed that Mr. Baker had 
made “a serious start” by sug- 
gesting a comprehensive solution 
should be based on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the prin- 
ciple of exchanging land for 
peace. 


Rains 

(Continued from page 1) 

and at least one death were re- 
ported in the past 48 hours result- 
ing from the bad weather condi- 
tions. 

A report in the local press said 
that 38-year-old Safi Mahmoud 
from Basira, near Tafileh, died 
drowning in a stream near his 
town. The report said that a 
number of roads and bridges bad 
been washed away in the Tafileh 
region and that rocks and accu- 
mulating silt blocked roads at Ain 
A! Badia. 

According to a report by the 
Meteorology Department, the 
Karak and Tafileh districts re- 
ceived more rain than other 
areas, with 120 millimetres faffing 
in some parts in the past 48 hours. 

The department forecast furth- 
er rain Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning and said that the 
weather will begin to break- by 
'Sunday afternoon. The tempera- 
tures range from six degrees Cen- 


tigrade to 15 degree Centigrade 
during the day on Sunday, the 
department said. 

Congress 

(Continued from page 1) 

Furnishing assistance to Jordan 
would be beneficial to the peace 
process in the Middle East.” 
“Both the administration and 
Congress were disappointed by 
the politicaj. positions taken by the 
Jordanian leadership in support 
of Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 
This led us to suspend assistance to 
Jordan while we review our prog- 
rammes with tbe country. Jordan’s 
actions were particularly dis- 
appointing for the Department of 
Defense, which has had a long, 
dose and useful relationship with 
the Jordanian Armed Forces for 
more than 30 years. We believe 
that this relationship has served 
U.S. interests and. at the right 
time and under tbe correct cir- 
cumstances. we expect to begin 
again, given Jordan’s position 


and role in the region, we believe 
this is the responsible course to 
take. 

Cleric 

(Continued from page 1) 

were joining tbe opposition. 

Hundreds of people bad been kil- 
led or wounded in the north by 
government shelling and bombing 
attacks, they said. 

Syrian radio said that rebels in 
Kirkuk, a major northern oil centre, 
had taken control of oil wells, a 
provincial headquarters and a radio 
and television building. 

Opposition sources also claim the 
Iraqi capital is placed under a state of 
siege after the government goi word 
of a coup plot whose organisers were 
not known. There was no confirma- 
tion of this from Iraqi media. 

Hundreds of Iraqi exiles marched 
through Damascus Saturday to urge 
world support for the rebels. 

As the Iraqi exiles demonstrated in 
the Syrian capital, refugees reaching 
tbe border city of Hassaka confirmed 
fierce fighting in Mosul. 

An Iraqi newspaper accused Iran of 
plotting against Iraq and repeated 
Baghdad’s charge that Tehran was 


behind the Shiite revolt. 

A1 Jurahouriyah did not name Iran 
but Iraq’s Shiite neighbour and for- 
mer enemy was clearly the target of 
its editorial. 

"Many Arabs and Muslims may 
have been deceived by the public 
stands of this neighbouring country, 
including its proclamation or neutral- 
ity in the Gulf war and its denuncia- 
tion of any attempt to destroy the 
Iraqi people.” it said. 

"It seems they had drawn up their 
plans with great care and waited for 
the right moment to pounce on Iraq." 
it added. 

Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 

secretary Hamid Youssef Ham- 
madi was appointed culture and 
information minister, replacing 
Latif Nassif A1 Jassem. who held 
the post since the last major 
reshuffle in 1979. 

Mr. Jassem was one of Presi- 
dent Saddam’s closest aides, no 
reason was given for his sacking. 

Brothers Ah Hassan A! Ma- 


jeed and Hussein Kamel Hassan, 
President Saddam's cousins, re- 
tain their key positions at the 
centre of Iraq’s power structure. 

Mr. Majeed was appointed ear- 
lier this month as interior minis- 
ter to clamp down on the unrest. 

Sanctions 

(Continued from page 1) 

warranted dropping the need to 
give advance approval to all 
humanitarian food shipments. 

Instead, the committee, which 
has the same membership as the 
15-nation Security Council, will 
only have to be notified that food 
is being sent. Related non-food 
items, such as fuel to distribute 
supplies, purify water, pump sew- 
age and irrigate crops, will be 
approved virtually automatically 
unless a specific objection is 
raised. 

Planes will also be allowed to 
deliver these supplies, subject to 
advance notification. 
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4 Rent & Sale _ 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfurl 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are| 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 
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Ahliyyah Girls School 
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CHINESE 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: S18214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
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p.m. 
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The First Class Hotel in 
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room...! 
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■- nseeded Wheaton stuns Edberg, 
face Courier in Florida final 


Germans set short course 
record in swimming event 


key BISCAYNE. Florida (R) 
Unseeded American David 
Wheaton scored the biggest win 
of his career when he toppled 
world number one Stefan Edberg 
&-3 6-4 Friday to reach the men's 
nnai of the International Players 
Tennis Championships where he 
faces former schoolmate Jim 
Courier. 

Wheaton, 21, single handedly 
knocked out both of last year’s 
finalists with his fourth round 
upset of defending champion 
Andre Agassi and stunner over 
1990 runner-up Edberg. 

Hard-bitting American 
Courier, seeded 13th, earned his 
place in Sunday's final of the 
S2. 55- million event by overpower- 
ing 24th-seeded countryman 
Richey Reneberg 6-4 6-3 in 68 


minutes. 

The women's final between 
second seed Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia and third seeded 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina 
takes place Saturday. 

The top-seeded Edberg strag- 
gled from the service line and was 
thoroughly dominated by 
Wheaton in the second set. 

“It’s the biggest tennis moment 
in- my life." said the 46th-ranked 
Wheaton, who had lost in the first 
round of his four previous tourna- 
ments. “He’s the best player on 
th planet. It's really special to 
beat him.” 

Edberg had four double faults 
Friday, but none more costly than 
at break in the ninth game of the 
second set that left Wheaton serv- 
ing for the match. 


Di Stefano quits as Real 
coach, Antic to take over 


MADRID (R) — Alfredo Di 
Stefano resigned as Real Madrid 
soccer coach Friday, two days 
after his ride crashed out of the 
European Cup. 

The dub were expected to 
name Yugoslav Radomir Antic as 
bis replacement. 

“I never had any ambitions to 
be Real Madrid coach. I only 
accepted the job temporarily un- 
til the board could find a new 
trainer/’ Di Stefano told repor- 
ters after a training session. 

The Spanish League cham- 
pions saw their hopes of a long- 
awaited European Cup triumph 
crumble Wednesday when they 
lost 3-1 to Spartak Moscow. 

Zt was the first time in 36 years 
of European campaigns that Real 


had left in three goals at the 
Bemabeu Stadium. 

Real, seventh in the Spanish 
first division, also look likely to 
miss out on a place in next 
seasosn's UEFA Cup. 

If they fall it mil be only the 
second time in their histoiy that 
they have not qualified for 
Europe. 

Di Stefano, Argentina and 
Rea] star of the 1950s and 60s, 
reluctantly took over the coach’s 
job in November after Welshman 
John Toshack was sacked. He 
agreed to do the job until a 
full-time replacement was found. 

Real Madrid officials said the 
club would officially announce 
the appointment of Antic, former 
Real Zaragoza coach. 


Olympic officials 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
first Olympic delegation to visit 
South Africa for 24 years arrived 
Saturday for a five-day visit to 
decide whether the country has 
earned its place back in the inter- 
national sporting family. 

The International Olympic 
Committee’s (IOC) watchdog 
commission on apartheid was en- 
thusiastically greeted at Jan 
Smuts Airport by local sports 
officials representing all shades of 
political opinion. 

Old animosities were forgotten 
as the IOC guardians of South 
Africa’s sporting isolation were 
embraced by officials dying to 
convince them that political re- 
form has gone far enough to 
warrant an invitation to the 1992 
summer Olympics in Barcelona. 

The world 400 metres hurdles 
record holder, Ed Moses of the 
United States, an observer with 
the IOC delegation, said: “I nev- 
er thought I would be in South 
Africa. That gives me a lot of 
optimism. At least it’s a start, it's 
a beginning." 

The delegation is headed by 
Senegalese Judge and IOC Vice- 
President Keba Mbaye, who told 
reporters that this was more than 
a fact-finding mission. 

He said the delegation would 
have the power to negotiate and 
to strike provisional deals on 
South Africa’s emergence from 
the sporting shadows. 

“The delegation is open- 
minded because it is formed of 
persons coming from all over the 
world but who have never been to 
South Africa before,” he said. 

It is the first IOC delegation 
since 1967 to visit South Africa, 


which was expelled from the 
Olympic movement in 1970 be- 
cause of the country's apartheid 
policies. 

South Africa's readmission de- 
pends on the political demise of 
apartheid and the unification of 
the country’s sporting movements 
into single non-radal organisa- 
tions. 

President F.W. de Klerk’s 
•pledge to repeal all race laws by 
June has spurred local sports 
officials to speed the process of 
unification and most sporting 
structures are expected to be 
running on a non-radal basis by 
the end of the year. 

"We are convinced that on 
both of these conditions, we are 
on the right track,” Mbaye said. 

Officials say IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch wants 
to resolve the South African 
question by a June meeting of die 
full IOC in Birmingham, Eng- 
land. leaving time for the admitt- 
ance of a Springbok team to the 
Barcelona games. 

These organisations, with the 
blessing of both government and 
anti-apartheid movements, are to 
merge to form the Interim 
National Olympic Committee of 
South Africa (INOCSA), headed 
by the former champion of the 
Country's isolation, Sam Ram- 
samy. 

If. as most offidals believe. 
INOCSA is accepted by the IOC 
and South Africa's black African 
neighbours as a non-radal and 
representative movement, South 
Africa's readmission to the Olym- 
pic community seems assured in 
time for next year. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

«r>'WO Tribune Madia Ser»lwi. Inc. 


MAKE SURE YOU CAN GET THERE 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
north 

* J to 9 7 
v A 0 2 

j 8 

* A073 

WEST EAST 

« K63 #Q*42 

9 10 873 9 K 9 5 

V K 6 5 •/ 4 2 

4 10 96 4KJ82 

SOUTH 

* A 5 
9 J 6 4 

0 A Q 10 9 7 3 

* 5 4 


The bidding: 
North East 

Soaih 

West 

1 * 

Pass 

1 0 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Three of 9 
Waring a finesse in front of some 
bridge players is like taunting a bull 
with a red flag- They are aware of 
the risk, but they can’t resist the 
gauntlet. 

South had a difficult bid to make 
after North had shown both black 
suits. Two no trump looks to us to 
be a somewhat better choice than 
three diamonds, and three no trump 
was an eminendy reasonable 
contract. 


West led a low heart and declarer, : 
impressed by the possibility of scor- 
ing three tricks in the suit, followed | 
low from dummy. East seized the! 
opportunity of being on lead with 
the king of hearts to shift to the two 
of spades. Declarer ducked. West 

won the king and switched to the ten 
of dubs. Now afraid of what might 
happen, declarer rose with (he ace 
from the table and ran the jack of 
diamonds and, when that held, fi- 
nessed the queen. West took the 
king and reverted to dubs— down | 
two. 

The -road to nine Cricks is quite j 
simple. Instead of worrying about 1 
one extra trick in hearts, declarer 
should have concentrated on mak- 
ing sure of nine. 

Dummy's queen of hearts should 
have been finessed at trick one. 
Let's assume the play proceeds as 
before, with East talcing the -king 
and shifting to a spade. Since the 
jack of hearts is now an entry, de- 
clarer can rise with the ace 'of 
spades, cross to the ace of hearts 
and run the knave of diamonds. 
West can hold up, but another dia- 
mond forces the king and declarer 
su'U has a heart entry to hand. South 
will make one spade trick, two 
hearts, five diamonds and a club- 
just what he needs. 


Wheaton seized the opportun- 
ity and served out the set at love, 
ending the match with a back- 
hand crosscourt volley right out 
of Edberg’se bag of tricks. 

“You can’t expect to win if you 
double fault.” said Edberg. who 
had defeated Wheaton in their, 
four previous meetings. “It 
wasn't a good match on my side 
at least. My serve's been giving 
me problems all year. It just 
didn't work at all.” 

Wheaton, who went to the 
same secondary school and tennis 
academy as his final round oppo- 
nent, never faced a break point or 
double faulted in the second set. 

“He’s tough to play,” said 
Edberg. “He tees off a lot and 
goes for his shots. On days like 
today he can beat a lot of good 


players." 

Courier's superiour firepower 
was fuelled by the confidence 
gained from winning his second 
career title two weeks ago in 
Indian Wells. 

The 18th-ranked Courier’s 
serve was overwhelming and his 
punishing forehand ground- 
strokes took their toll on Re- 
neberg. 

“When I needed a big point I 
pulled it out,” said Courier, 
adding that his friendship with 
Wheaton will be forgotten when be 
faced him across the net Sunday. 

Reneburg said Courier was 
serving too well for him to get his 
game on track. 

“My game plan was to go in off 
his second serve, but he didn't 
give me a chance.” 


ROSTOCK. Germany (R) — 
Germany's women set a world 
short course record in the 4x50 
metres medley relay, rounding 
off a successful performance for 
the united team on the first day of 
a two-day World Cup swimming 
meeting. 

The powerful combination of 
Dagmar Hase, Egy Hartung. 
Christina Sievert and Simone 
Osygos clocked one minute 53.79 
seconds in the rarely-swum event 
to beat second German quartet. 
The previous best was 1:54.06. 

Since earlier this month, world 
best times in 25-metre pools have 
counted as world records. 

Earlier. European champion 
Hase came within a whisker of 
another world record in her 
favoured event, the 200 metres 
backstroke, with a time of 


2:07.89. 

Cornelia Sirch. then an East 
German, set the best mark of 
2:07.74. 

In the men's events, Canada's 
Mark Tewksbury notched up his 
fourth 100 metres backstroke vic- 
tory on the World Cup circuit. 

Tewksbury, who set a world 
short course record of 52.71 
seconds in Bonn last weekend, 
clocked 53.76 here and lifted 
Germany's Frank Hoffmeister to 
a second-place time of 54.12, a 
national and European best. 

The world's best short course 
sprinter, German Nils Rudolph, 
took a narrow lead in the 100 
metres freestyle in his home pool 
but squandered victory at the 
touch to Vladimir Predkin. The 
Soviet swimmer clocked 48.94 to 
Rudolph's 48.99. 


Tottenham board rejects 
manager’s takeover bid 


Atlanta selects banker 
to administer 1996 games 


LONDON (R) — Tottenham 
Hotspur Friday rejected a 
takeover bid from a consortium 
headed by manager Terry Ven- 
ables — leaving the sale of mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne as a likely 
source of funds for the indebted 
London club. 

The board of directors of the 
dub's holding company said de- 
tailed financial information 
promised by Venables' consor- 
tium had not been received. 

“In addition, the most recent 
indication as to the terms of a 
proposed offer would not be 
acceptable to the board,” it said 
in a statement. 

As well as hastening the sale of 
World Cup star Gascoigne, the 
news could leave Venables, a for- 
mer Tottenham player, in an 
untenable position as manager of 
the first division English side. 

Venables has repeatedly said 
he would not allow the sale of 
either Gascoigne — currently 
being chased by Italian dub Lazio 
— or the dub’s star striker Gary 
Lineker. 

In its statement rejecting the 
consortium’s bid, however, the 
board said it was confident of 


pulling off a separte deal to safe- 
guard Tottenham, who are re- 
ported to be as much as £20 
million ($35 million) in the red. 

It did not explain the nature of 
the possible deal. 

The consortium's offer was re- 
portedly worth £20 million ($35 
million). 

Tottenham captain Gary Mab- 
butt quickly appealed to Ven- 
ables not to quit the dub, despite 
the failure of his bid. 

“Obviously there will be a lot 
of speculation now but I don't see 
any reason why Terry Venables 
should feel he ought to go,” 
Mabbutt said. 

“He has come up with a deal in 
an effort to help out the dub and 
though it may have failed he has 
still tried his best.” 

Mabbutt added: “What we 
want is for the matter to be 
resolved as soon as possible and 
in a way in which the whole squad 
can be kept together — and by 
that I mean Paul Gascoigne, 
Gary Lineker and also the mana- 
ger." 

Rome-based Lazio have made 
a world record £8^-mi0ion ($15- 
miliion) offer for Gascoigne . 


ATLANTA (AP) — A Chicago 
banker was named chief operat- 
ing officer of the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics Friday, a job that en- 
tails running the day-to-day op- 
erations of the event. 

A.D. Frazier Jr., executive 
vice president of the North 
American Banking Group of 
First Chicago Bank, will take 
office in about two weeks. Billy 
Payne, president of the Atlanta 
Committee on the Olympic 
Games, said Frazier was 


selected from a nationwide pool 
of candidates mainly because of 
his financial expertise. 

“We have said all along that 
the games must be ran — as a 
business.” Payne told a news 
conference at the Atlanta Olym- 
pic Headquarters Friday. 

As chief operating officer, Fra- 
zier will have direct responsibility 
and accountability for planning 
and organising the 1996 summer 
games. 


Platini calls up uncapped 
defender against Albania 


PARIS (R) — French team boss 
Michel Platini called up uncapped 
Montpellier full back Pascal 
Baills when he named a 16-strong 
squad for the European Cham- 
pionship Group qualifying match 
’ against Albania hi Paris on March 
30. 

Baills is the only new name in a 
French line-up which is missing 
two regulars through injury — 
Marseille midfielder Bernard 
Pardo and Paris St. Germain 


winger Christian Perez. 

France, who top Group 1 with 
maximum points from their open- 
ing four matches, this week re- 
fused an Albanian request to 
postpone the match. 

The Albanians, who said the 
present upheavals in their coun- 
try made it impossible for them to 
send a team , were also told by the 
European Football Union 
(UEFA) that they must play or 
risk a forfeit 3-0 defeat. 


Yugoslav confirms he is U.S. soccer coach 


NEW YORK (AP) — Bora Milu- 
tinovic says be has agreed to 
become coach of the U.S. nation- 
al soccer team, and be will be 
introduced at a news conference 
Wednesday in New York. 

Milutinovic, speaking by tele- 
phone from his home in Mexico 
Gty Friday, said be had agreed 
Thursday to a contract running 
through December 1991. Miluti- 
novic, a 46-year-old Yugoslav, 
coached Mexico in the 1986 
World Cup and Costa Rica in the 
1990 World Cup. 

Hie United Stares Soccer Fed- 
eration, in announcing the news 
conference, would not formally 
confirm that Milutinovic was 
being hired. However, it did not 
dispute it. 

Mdutanovic said be was taking 
the job “to show everybody that 
even Americans know how to 


play soccer." 

Milutinovic has been working 
with young players on the Mex- 
ican club Pumas since last Sum- 
mer. He coached Pumas from 
1976-83, leading the team to two 
Mexican League titles. 

He will replace Bob Gansler, 
who quit on Feb. 23 after two 
years. Gansler led the United 
States to its first World Cup 
appearance in 10 years, but was 
criticised for bis defensive style. 

“I think what be adds is a lot of 
international experience that we 
lacked in the United States the 
Last couple of years," U.S. goal- 
keeper Tony Meola said. “He’s 
coached at the highest level a 
couple of times. He took a team 
like Mexico and put it in the top 
six or seven. 

The United States is the host 


for the 1991 World Cup and is 
guaranteed an automatic berth in 
the 24-team tournament. It 
finished 23rd in 1990. 

“I believe they can go to the 
second round/' Milutinovic said 
when asked of his goal for 1991. 

Milutinovic coached Costa 
Rica from May 4, 1990 through 
the World Cup. He had a 2-4-0 
record in full internationals with 
‘the Costa Ricans, who surprised 
the soccer establishment by 
advancing to the second round of 
the World Cup. 

He coached Mexico from Jan. 
25, 1983 through the 1986 World 
Cup, where the host nation adv- 
anced to the quarterfinals before 
losing to West Germany on 
penalty kicks. He led Mexico to a 
41-8-18 overall record, including 
29-7-14 in full internationals. 


Since Gansler ’s resignation, 
the U.S. team has been led by 
interim coach John Kowalski, the 
head coach at Robert Morris 
.college and for the U.S. indoor 
team. The Americans, who were 
shut out in their final six games 
under Gansler, played much bet- 
ter under Kowalski, beating 
South American champion Olim- 
pia of Paraguay 2-0, tying Mexico 
2-2 and beating Canada 2-0. 

The next game for the United 
States are against the South Ko-. 
rean Olympic team on April 5* 
and the South Korean national 
team on April 7, both in Korea." 

Milutinovic said he would go to 
the Korean games as an observer, 
and would retain Kowalski as his 
assistant. His first game as coach 
will be on May 5 against Uruguay 
in Denver. 





Your license.' [LICENSE? 
YOU HEARD MEJ jNGWTHfflfe 

whereas your r a silly 
v LICENSE?/] OUESTION 

V To ASK -' 


WHO THE HECK 
WOULD GIVE ME A 
LICENSE THE 
WAY I DRIVE? 
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Senna takes provisional 
pole for Brazilian GP 


SAO PAULO (R) — Ayrton 
Senna delighted his home town 
supporters by ignoring the dan- 
gers of a drying circuit Friday to 
claim provisional pole position 
for Sunday's Brazilian Grand 
Prix. 

The deefending drivers’ world 
champion, who was 31 Thursday, 
waited until the rain-soaked In- 
terlagos Circuit was at its most 
dry in the dosing minutes of the 
opening qualifying session to 
dock bis fastest time. 

Senna, driving a McLaren, re* 
corded a best time of one minute 
18.711 seconds, at an average 
speed of 197.812 kph. to narrowly 
outpace Frenchman Jean Alesi in 
a Ferrari. 

Alesi had a time of 1:19.350 
and has ahead of Austrian 
Gerhard Berger in the second 
McLaren and Briton Nigel Man- 
sell in a Williams. 

Alain Prost of France, who has 
won the Brazilian Grand Prix six 
times in the past nine years, was 
fifth fastest ahead of Brazilian 
Nelson Piquet in a Benetton. 

Frequent rain and heavy cloud 
made conditions difficult for the 
drivers. 

Senna, who has never won the 


Brazilian Grand Prix, said: “I 
think it is very difficult to get it 
right on a day like this. The 
conditions were really dangerous 
this morning so it was just a 
question of staying out and accu- 
mulating experience. 

“Before this afternoon's ses- 
sion we changed the chassis set- 
up, but our gear rations were not 
quite right for the dry so it was a 
bit of a compromise. 

“It should be a lot faster 
tomorrow if the circuit is dry from 
the start/’ 

Senna's supreme timing in the 
conditions left Ferrari and Wil- 
liams drivers standings in the pits 
at the end of the session, unable 
to improve on their times set 
earlier. 

Mansell, who had a frightening 
spin during the rain-hit morning 
free session, said: “It was an 
incredibly interesting session. We 
weren't able to run to the end 
because of a few problems, but 1 
am very encouraged. 

“The car was very quick when 
we were running and I was trad- 
ing fastest laps with a few people. 
It was only circumstances that put 
us as low as fourth." 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



HAPRiS 


‘He wrote ‘l love you* on the floor 
with his dirty socks. He’s as 
romantic as he is disgusting." 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Its noi winning 
that counts— irs 


THR/W 


NOSOW 


BOINAL 


LEXNAF 


how you ptay 
the game 
V 






PE FEAT &N'T 
0/TTEK IF 
YOU PON'T 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles; ELDER TOOTH 


(Answers Monday) 
CAUGHT MUSTER 


Answer What the tired jockey called his sofa— 
THE “HOME STRETCH" 


THE. Daily Crossword by Rena M. Campbell 



ACROSS 
1 Judicial 
proceedings 
5 Abuse 
9 At a distance 

13 Splffy 

14 Small drum 

15 Burrowing 
mammal 

IS Actor Cronyn 

17 Adult Insect 

18 Region 

19 Wrath 

20 IA city 

21 Expert 
23 Flourish 
25 Conceal 
'28 Law term 

27 Cooking 
direction 

28 Gar. river 
31 For the 

present 

33 Docile 

34 Apex 

35 Lover’s - 

36 Combine 

38 Grieve 

39 “Cakes 
and — ” 

40 Antitoxins 

41 Pavement type 

43 Of course! 

44 included with 
4$ Molding 

46 Wore 
48 Flounder 
51 Certain drink 

53 never 
lives to be 
old” 

(Socrates) 

54 Long time 

55 — Blinker 
66 Muslim 

religion • 

58 Glove 

59 An Alan 

60 Swiftly 

61 A.M. word 

62 Optimistic 

63 Escapade 

64 Stravinsky 

DOWN 

1 — off the ok! 
block 


14 
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Inc. 

AS Rights Rasenad 


2 Insect sound 

3 Interval with 
nothing to do 

4 &q»ft < 

5 More daring 

6 Desert robes 

7 Mental 
confusion 

8 Now and then 

9 Accumulate 

10 Temporarily 

11 Nautical term 

12 Erect 

14 The long past 
20 Altar end of a 
church 

22 Swiss river 

24 Location 

25 Party type 
27 Violin for 

snort 

29 - Usa 

30 Unusual: abbr. 

31 Toy 

32 Breathing 
sound 

37 Ireland 


s Puzzle Solved: 


UOQOU LIU LIU ULH2U 

□□□□a uacia nmil 5 
anaaci uaau 
□□a aoQHoauanaa 
□□□□a is li nun 

bqbbe atiaaQannn 

BLJ00 BBaDO QQnn 

□□iiuuaiina □□□no 

rinri D* 100 BUBOE! 

UQaaa Bounin 
aoouBauaaay 
oinnni aaoo uuuau 

0QU0 BQQQ QQunn 
HDOU BEiaa- .qrannti 


38 Policy pmL 
40 Marquis de 
42 Fever and 
chills 

47 Analyze 

48 Loose 

49 Bingo kin 


50 Join 
- 51 Scorch 
52 Nimbus 

Wlng-shepo, 

■ 57 Health 
resort 
58 - tal 
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Suspension of coffee exports 
by top producer baffles market 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (R) — 
Brazil, the world’s biggest coffee 
producer, sent coffee markets 
gyrating Friday with a series of 
surprise announcements that left 
traders baffled as to the govern* 
meat's long-term intentions. 

In New York trading, coffee 
for May delivery closed down 
1.95 cents at 98.05 cents a pound. 
It had soared five cents to SI a 
pound on news that Brazil was 
suspending coffee exports while it 
studied a return to international 
exports quotas to push up prices. 

A worldwide surplus of coffee 
and a big sell order on the New 
York market pushed prices back 
down. 

Coffee also erased gain* after 
the Brazilian economy ministry offi- 
cial in charge of coffee said that 
Brazil intended to start exporting 
coffee soon. 

In a surprise move late Thurs- 
day, Brazil said it was halting 
coffee exports and considering 
ways to revive export quotas to 
control free- market supplies. 

But coffee traders greeted the 
Brazilian move with scepticism. 
“Can Brazil really be serious 
about going back to a pact?” one 


trader asked. “It’s pretty hard to 
believe.” 

The country was blamed in 
1989 for torpedoing an existing 
agreement by refusing to oede 
any of its 30 per cent market 
share. The breakup of the coffee 
pact caused a free-for-all in coffee 
sales that depressed prices. 

In the year after the price 
supporting agreement collapsed, 
coffee producing countries lost 
about 54 billion, according to 
International Coffee Organisa- 
tion (ICO; officials. 

The world is awash in coffee 
beans. Inventories of 30 million 
bags represent nearly half of the 
60 million bags consumed yearly. 

Jorge Cardenas, president of 
Colombia's National Coffee Fed- 
eration, the world's second- 
largest producer, said he was 
astonished by the Brazilian 
announcement. 

“Colombia has had no sign 
from Brazil about an eventual 
dialogue over quotas,” said Car- 
denas, adding mere had been no 
discussions between producers 
and consumers that might allow 
an agreement leading to a new 
accord in the short term. 


Colombia has traditionally 
been in ' favour of a regulated 
coffee market such as existed 
before 1989. 

So far there has been no official 
comment from the London-based 
ICO on whether it intends to hold 
an extraordinary meeting to dis- 
cuss the return of quotas. 

“It is up to Brazil to request 
such a session. Otherwise we will 
wait cntil the next executive 
board on May 2-3,” said C. K. 
Goli, a representative of the Iv- 
ory Coast coffee industry. 

The current ICO pact is sche- 
duled to expire in September 
1992, but is now purely adminis- 
trative following the collapse of 
the export quota system in July 
1989. 

Rumours of insider trading in 
the coffee market followed Bra- 
zil's announcement that it was 
halting coffee exports in a bid to 
shore up depressed prices. 

Commodity trading sources in 
New York sai the trading records 
of at least one brokerage opera- 
tion were expected to be re- 
viewed by the compliance depart- 
ment of the coffee, sugar and 
cocoa exchange. 


U.S. government 
sinks deeper in debt 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
government sank $26.1 billion 
more in debt in February, but the 
month's red ink was 29.9 per cent 
less than during the same period 
of fiscal 1990, the Treasury De- 
partment has said. 

The additional debt in Febru- 
ary followed a $1.76 billion sur- 
plus in January and boosted the 
deficit to $110.6 billion for the 
first five months of the fiscal year. 

The total so for this year is 13.4 
per cent more than at the same 
point in fiscal 1990. 

The Bush administration pro- 
jects this year's gap will reach a 
record S318.1 billion, up from 
$220.4 billion last year and $97.7 
billion above the previous record 
of $221.1 billion set in the fiscal 
year ending Sept. 30, 1986. 

Revenues in February included 
S8.9 billion in allied contributions 
to offset U.S. expenses in the 
Gulf war, the report said. Those 
contributions total S14.2 billion 
during the fiscal year that began 
Oct. 1. 

America's major allies have 
pledged $54.5 billion to help the 
United States pay for the war. 
The Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee said the allies have deli- 


vered S25.6 billion so far. 

Although the treasury state- 
ment does not break down spend- 
ing for specific purposes, overall 
defence spending was up 6.3 per 
cent, to S124.1 billion, during the 
first five months of fiscal 1991 
compared with the same period 
last year. 

Receipts in February totalled 
S67.7 billion, 3.7 per cent above 
those of the previous February'. 
'For thd year so far, revenues 
were $417.8 billion, up 6.2 per 
cent from the same period of 
fiscal 1990. 

Spending in February totalled 
$93.7 billion, 6.6 per cent less 
than in the same month last year. 
Outlays so far this fiscal year 
reached $417.8 billion, 7.7 per 
cent more than was spent during 
the first five months last year. 

As usual, the biggest spending 
categories were the military, so- 
cial security and other program- 
mes of the Department of Health 
and Human 'Services and interest 
on the national debt. 

Military spending totalled S24.9 
billion in February and $124.1 
billion so far this year. It is 
projected to total $287.5 billion 
for the entire fiscal year. 


Denmark, 
Sweden sign 
agreement on 
bridge link 

COPENHAGEN (R) — De- 
nmark and Sweden signed an 
agreement Saturday to build a 
road and rail bridge between the 
two countries. 

The agreement, signed by 
Transport Ministers Kai Beast of 
Denmark and Georg Andersson 
of Sweden, was a milestone on 
the way to realising a century-old 
dream to bridge the Oresund 
Strait leading into the Baltic Sea. 

The bridge and a tunnel near 
Copenhagen's Kastnip Airport, 
will cost around 11.7 billion Dan- 
ish crowns (S2 billion) which will 
be recouped thorugh user tolls. 

Infr astru ct u re projects at each 
end will cost Denmark some 3.2 
billion crowns ($545 million) and 
Sweden two biuiori crowns QK340 
million). - - *=. 

Construction is due to start in 
1993 and is expected to be com- 
pleted around the turn of the 
century. 

Numerous Danish environ- 
mentalist groups oomplained the 
project was approved before 
adequate studies were done on 
the effect of the bridge on seawa- 
ter and marine life. 
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1991 

Central Bank official rates 


Bay 

s*a 

U.S. dollar 

675.0 

679-0 

Pound Sterling 

1203.2 

1210.4 

Dcutsdiemark 

409.6 

412.1 

Swiss franc 

4773 

4S0.4 

French franc 

120.4 

12U 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

490.8 

493.7 

Dutch guilder 

3633 

365-5 

Swedish crown 

112.6 

1133 

1 Italian fira (for 100) 

55.1 

55.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

198.9 

200.1 


China to introduce new tax 
law for foreign companies 


BELTING (R) — China is set to 
unveil a new tax law that will 
simplify taxes on foreign com- 
panies, putting most under a flat 
rate. 

According to a copy of the 
draft law* obtained by Reuters, 
most foreign businesses would 
pay a flat levy of 30 per cent on 
income, plus a three per cent 
local tax, after deducting over- 
head, expenses and losses. 

The draft law is to be discussed 
and approved at the upcoming 
meeting of the National People's 
Congress, China's parliament, 
which begins March 25. 

Foreign equity joint ventures 


which have Chinese partners 
already pay tax at this rate while 
wholly-owned foreign firms now 
pay on a graduated scale as high 
as 55 per cent, accountants and 
diplomats said. 

“Tbe idea is to to equalise the 
amount to taxes all foreign com- 
panies pay,” a diplomat said. 
“They want to consolidate tax 
regimes and make them more 
attractive." 

The new law includes exemp- 
tions for foreign companies en- 
gaged in certain fields and re- 
gions. Firms operating in China’s 
special economic zones will retain 
a preferential 15 per cent tax rate. 

Manufacturers m coastal open 


areas will face a 24 per cent tax 
rate, compared with 20 to 40 per 
cent under the existing law. 

Companies in certain indus- 
tries, including mining, forestry 
and scientific technology, in op- 
eration in China for 10 years or 
more can apply for a tax exemp- 
tion in their first two profit- 
making years. In the following 
three years they can obtain a 50 
per cent reduction in the tax rate. 

The law contains provisions to 
eliminate double taxation so that 
companies can deduct some taxes 
paid overseas. 

The tax law will be effective 
from July 1. the draft said. 


Radio-Canada 
to cut staff, 
programmes 


MONTREAL (R) — Radio- 
Canada International said Friday 
it wilt cut nearly half its staff and 
overseas broadcasts in seven lan- 
guages because of a government 
decision to slash its budget. 
Ninety-three of the 193 staff will 
be laid off on April 1, said 
spokesman Jane Organ. The ser- 
vice will eliminate half of its 
foreign language broadcasts to 
Europe. Asia, Latin America and 
the Middle East. It will retain the 
English, French, Russian, Ukrai- 
nian, Arabic, Chinese and Span- 
ish services but seven others, 
including the Polish, German and 
Japanese, will be cut. 


Greek bank 
fined record 
$8 million 

NEW YORK (R) — A Greek- 
owned bank was fined a record S8 
million Friday after pleading guil- 
ty to what U.S. authorities called 
one of the largest non-dmg- 
related money-laundering 
schemes ever uncovered in the 
United States. The National 
Mortgage Bank of Greece 
pleaded gtrilty in court in Brook- 
lyn, New York, to 26 counts 
ranging from conspiracy to violat- 
ing currency and banking reg- 
ulations. “This bank assisted 
people who wanted to evade 
taxes, in as many ways as it 
possibly could,” said assistant 
U.S. attorney Andrew Lager. 
“The bank turned tax evasion 
into a way of life in this institu- 
tion.” The bank was charged with 
setting up a scheme from 1983 to 
1989 in which it solicited cash 
deposits from Greek- Americans 
with tbe promise that tbe deposits 
would be kept secret from tbe 
Internal Revenue Service. 


Strong exports widen Japan’s 
trade surplus in February 


TOKYO (R) — Strong demand 
for Japanese products abroad 
overcame- the impact of higher 
oil prices to widen Japan’s mer- 
chandise trade surplus in Febru- 
ary. 

The nation’s customs-cleared 
trade surplus widened to 55.09 
billion in February, without being 
adjusted for seasonal factors, 
from a revised $4.97 billion sur- 
plus a year earlier, the Ministry of 
Finance (MOF) has said. 

“The trade surplus is on a 
rising trend,” said Kazuko Mizu- 
no, economist at Baring Secur- 
ities (Japan) Ltd. 

“We are seeing the continued 
strong trend in exports widening 
the surplus.” he said. 

Exports climbed 13.3 per cent 
to $24.94 billion in February from 
a year ago. led by increasing 
demand for Japanese goods in 
Europe and Asia. 

Economists said export growth 


has been strong because many of 
the products sent overseas m 
February were ordered about six 
months ago when the dollar was 
stronger against the yen, thus 
making Japanese goods more 
attractive to foreign purchasers. 

The average dollar rate for 
exports in February was 130.93 
yen against 144.98 a year ago, the 
MOF said. 

Exports to Asian nations in- 
creased 27.6 per cent to $7.81 
billion while those to European 
Community (EC) expanded 22.4 
per cent to $5.27 billion. 

Electrical machinery and semi- 
conductors continued to be: 
among Japan’s hottest selling 
products overseas. 

Overall imports, the other side 
of the trade equation, climbed 
16.5 per cent in value to $19.84 
billion from their year-ago level, 
largely reflecting the higher cost 


of imported oil. economists said. 

The MOF official said that 
crude oil averaged $24.73 a barrel 
in February, up 27.7 per cent 
from a year ago. Crude oil im- 
ports rose 37.2 per cent to $3.17 
billion. 

“Higher oil prices year-on-year 
have counteracted much of the 
fact that exports have been in- 
flated by the currency markets,” 
said Jan Vandenberg, economist 
at Merrill Lynch Japan Inc. 

Economists said that while the 
spot price of oil has been foiling 
since January, it normally takes 
two to three months for oil ship- 
ments to reach Japan and so the 
impact of cheaper oil would not 
be felt until next month at the 
earliest. 

Imports of other products, 
however, were lower. Art im- 
ports were off 63.1 per cent while 
pulp imports fell 32.3 per cent. 


Saudis reckon oil output near 
to capacity needed in late 1991 


LONDON (R) — With Saudi 
Arabia expected to call the shoe' 
at OPEC talks in June, the orga- 
nisation's production level could 
head back towards full capacity 
for the second half of 1991. 

“We see demand for OPEC oil 
averaging close to 23.5 million 
(barrels per day) in the second 
half of 1991.” a Riyadh-based oil 
industry source said. 

“We’re going to have a tight 
market... the gap is very small 
between OPEC production 
capacity and demand,” he added. 

Peak OPEC production, seen 
last December, was 23.54 million 
barrels per day (b/d). In Febru- 
ary, ourput fell to 22.SS million 
b/d and ministers meeting in 
Geneva last week decided on a 
22.3 million b/d lid on output for 
the second quarter. 

Two numbers, both written in 
Riyadh, dominated the Geneva 
talks: One marking a floor on 
Saudi production and another 
estimating second quarter de- 
mand. 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer ruled out any cut in Saudi 
output below 8.0 million b.d. 
while his economists gave a 
second quarter demand estimate 
of 22.4 million b id OPEC oil. 

The demand figure was well 
above those put forward by any 
of the other 12 members of the 


Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) but 
Still won the day. 

“They (the Saudis) are going to 
do whatever they want to do. 
Why don’t they just send us the 
figures (for June) and we can all 
go home," remarked an OPEC 
source looking ahead to the 

group's summer conference, set 
for June 4 in Vienna. 

The conference might look 
only at production policy up to 
the end of September, in which 
ease Saudi estimates, thought to 
put demand at about 23 million 
b/d in the third quarter and 
ground 24 million in the fourth, 
could be crucial. 

If the second quarter passed 
without any collapse in prices on 
world markets, Saudi Arabia 
would not need to cut output, a 
Gulf Arab industry source said in 
London. 

“There will be no decrease." 
added the Riyadh-based industry' 
source. “Saudi production will be 
eight million and above.” 

This would imply minimal ex- 
pectations that Kuwait and Iraq 
would return to the world oil 
market in the near future after 
the damage caused by the Gulf 
war. 

“Nobody knows exactly when 
they will start exporting again but 
we don’t think there will be a 


sudden return," the Riyadh 
sourer said. 

The state-owned Saudi Ara- 
bian Oil Co. (Saudi Aramco) 
forecasts production levels of 
eight million b/d this year, eight 
million next and 7.5 million by 
the end of 1994, another Saudi- 
based source said. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is 
pursuing a drill-and- build prog- 
ramme aimed at lifting produc- 
tion capacity from around S.5 
million b/d to 10 million by 1994. 

Sources said a return to capac- 
ity of 10 million b'd, not seen 
since the oil shock that followed 
the Iranian revolution in 1979, 
appeared to be both a political 
and an economic goal. 

But planners at Saudi Aram- 
co’s Dhahran headquarters figur- 
ing on lower output after 1992. 
could be assuming that Iraq and 
Kuwait would begin to recover oil 
export capacity by then. 

“Anything could happen be- 
tween now and then... the most 
obvious imponderable is the 
question of Soviet oil produc- 
tion,” said a U.S. oil company 
executive. 

The latest edition of Petroleum 
Intelligence Weekly, the New 
York-based industry newsletter, 
said oil exports were running at 
1.5 million b/d, about 700,000 b d 
below 1990’s average. 


Banks in Kuwait expect 
big rush of clients today 


KUWAIT (R) — Thousands of 
Kuwaitis are expected to jam 
banks when they open Sunday for 
the first time since the end of the 
Iraqi occupation. 

Customers will be allowed to 
withdraw funds to swap pre- 
invasion money for a new curren- 
cy issued to make worthless more 
than a billion dollars worth of 
pre-invasion dinars. 

“We expect a rush of people," 
said Issam A1 Asousi, head of the 
branches division of the Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East. 

He said banks could be chaotic 
in the first week of business be- 
cause customers had a lot of 
questions about their accounts. 

“We have prepared for every- 
thing. We have a special team to 
give all this information to cus- 
tomers before they enter. We 
hope we will succeed," Asousi 
told Reuters. 

“It will be bedlam.” an expatri- 
ate bank worker predicted, 
saying clients could have com- 
plaints about the new regulations. 

Kuwait banks continued oper- 
ating during the seven-month Ira- 
qi occupation under managers 
brought in from Iraq. 

They have been closed since 
the U.S.-led alliance ousted the 
Iraqi army from Kuwait a month 
ago, leaving the emirate devas- 


tated and without water, power 
or telephones. 

The banks, using generators to 
power their computers, will ex- 
change pre-invasion Kuwaiti di- 
nars for the new currency. 

Customers will be able to with- 
draw up to 4,000 Kuwaiti dinars 
(about $14,000 at pre-invasion 
exchange rates) from their 
accounts and to exchange a like 
amount for foreign currency. 

The banks will effectively 
ignore the seven months of Iraqi 
occupation. Balances of custom- 
ers' accounts will go back to what 
they were on Aug. 1 , a day before 
the invasion. 

Clients will not be able to 
exchange Iraqi currency issued 
during the occupation when 
Baghdad pegged the rates of the 
strong Kuwaiti dinar to the far 
less valuable Iraqi dinar. 

The new money will be ex- 
changed for old at a one-to-one 
rate but the dinar is expected to 
be worth slightly less than its 
pre-invasion value of $3.5 W’hen 
the new rate is set Sunday. 

The government ordered new 
money to be printed to make 
worthless 350 million dinars 
(S1.23 billion) of old Kuwaiti 
bank notes. 

The central bank has distri- 
buted the numbers of the stolen 
notes to commercial banks. 


Kuwaitis may withdraw a max- 
imum of 4.000 dinars a month 
from each account for at least the 
next three months, bankers say. 

The government has promised 
a cash grant of 500 dinars to even 
Kuwaiti who stayed in the coun- 
try during the Iraqi occupation. 

Banks were virtually unscathed 
by the occupation in contrast to 
other sectors of the economy. 
The Iraqis blew up about 600 oil 
wells, mined ports and damaged 
hotels and government buildings 
before fleeing Kuwait. 

"We thought we would find not 
even a pen here. We thought they 
would take everything." said 
Asousi,” but they didn’t have 
time.” 

Only a few banks will open 
Sunday because of lack of staff. 
Asousi said that only four of his 
bank’s 20 branches would open 
because only 150 of its 720 em- 
ployees had returned to work. 

Banks will open from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.tn. (0700 to 1200 GMT) but 
may extend their hours to deal 
with a rush of customers. 

The reopening of the banks 
could spur a new exodus by 
Kuwaitis wanting to get out of the 
country until basic sen-ices were 
restored. 

“People who draw money- 
tomorrow will do so to leave 
Kuwait...” said Asousi. 


Walesa wants Americans 
to invest more in Poland 


WASHINGTON (R) — Polish 
President Lech Walesa, saying he 
wanted his country to be “the 
America of the East," Friday 




Cinema 


Tel: 625155 




KICK BOXER 


3 JO. 830 p.m. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 




Du raid Laham — Madtin Tabar 
In 

Kafroon 


Show? 3 JO, 830, 1030 poo. 


"Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


KARATE KID II 


Show: 1230. 330. 830. 1030 p.m. 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 




Cinema 


THE SQUEEZE 




Show: 1230, 330, 830, 1030 pan. 




PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


TOP SQUAD 


Show: 1230. 3:15. 8:00. 1040 p.m- 




S. African businessmen 
want closer relations 
with black Africa 


MBABANE, Swaziland (R) — 
South African businessmen have 
pushed for closer ties with black 
Africa, offering to share their 
economic wealth in a common 
market for trade and investment. 

“The time has arrived where 
frontiers should be opened and 
where we could urge pur govern- 
ments... to start breaking down 
those divergent political barriers 
that could influence cooperative 
business efforts,” Henni Viljoen, 
a leading South African business- 
man, said at the end of a three- 
day conference with black Afri- 
can business leaders. 

Viljoen, deputy president of 
the South African Chamber of 
Business, painted the vision of a 
democratic South Africa freely 
trading with black states and 
cooperating in cross-border pri- 
vate capital investment in joint 
ventures. 

He said political changes in 
South Africa had opened the 
way for trade with independent 
Africa, which has previously 
shunned Africa’s economic 
powerhouse because of its system 
of racial segregation. 

“We in South Africa have lived 
behind a wall of isolation which 
was caused by the political system 
of the past," he told the meeting 
attended by 15 African countries 
f and representatives of multilater- 
al bodies such as the African 
Development Bank and the Un- 


ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme. 

“I however believe that tbe last 
bastions of the apartheid system 
will shortly be scrapped which 
would allow South African 
businessmen the opportunity of 
taking up their rightful place as 
players m the sub-continent." he 
added.. 

Business analysts said that, de- 
spite an official snub of the con- 
ference the Swaziland govern- 
ment, the businessmen had pul- 
led a political coup by wooing 
black African business leaden to 
a meeting to discuss closer econo- 
mic ties. 

Swaziland’s King Mswati 
stayed away from the opening of 
the conference in a move local 
businessmen said was aimed at 
avoiding political embarrassment 
for the king, the current chairman 
of the black African regional 
trade bloc which shuns official 
ties with Pretoria until apartheid 
is abolished. 

President F.W. de Klerk has 
pledged to remove by mid-1991 
the remaining key laws buttres- 
sing apartheid, a move expected 
to pave the way for the lifting of 
an intertiationai economic embar- 
go imposed on the country. 

South Africa already trades 
with a number of African coun- 
tries, but most of the business is 
conducted secretly in breach of 
sanctions. 


invited U.S. businessmen to Po- 
land to take advantage of a col- 
lapsing communist system and a 
developing market economy. 

“You can do business on what 
is lacking. The (communist) sys- 
tem, believe me, was stupid,” 
said Walesa, who challenged the 
communists for a decade as Soli- 
darity leader before taking office 
in January. 

“So where else could you do 
better business?" he said to roar- 
ing laughter and applause from 
400 businessmen at the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Walesa arrived in Washington 
Tuesday for a one-week trip seek- 
ing moral and financial support 
for his country, which is tring to 
establish a market economy after 
decades of communism. 

President George Bush wel- 
comed him with the announce- 
ment that, the United States was 
forgiving 70 per cent of Polish 
debt to Washington, going furth- 
er than other Western countries 
who had agreed recently to a 
minimum of 50 per cent. 

That move, Walesa said, was a 
precondition for the U.S. private 
investment for which he now 
hopes. So far, he said, the Ger- 
mans had led the way in investing 
in Poland. Now he wanted to see 
some American business. 

“We want to be the America of 
the East,” he said, apprearing to 
ditch his notes and speak off the 


cuff." Every second company 
should be American, that is wha{ 
I want." 

To more applause, he 
announced that as of April IS 
Americans would not need vis*^ 
for Poland. 

Poland’s privatisation minister 
Janusz Lewandowski. told thg 
business crowd that over 2 Gq 
A merican companies had already 
invested in Poland but con): 
plained that U.S. equity invest, 
mem was low, at $26 million. 

Lewandowski, whose official 
title is ministry of ownership 
transformation, said Poland 
wants to reduce the public sector 
of its economy by 15 per cent this 
year and 50 per cent within three 
years. 

He also said that Poland would 
attempt to restore property to 
who owned it before the country 
became communist at the end of 
World War n but said there were 
financial limits. 

"We cannot reconstruct the 
pre-war property structure but we 
shall do our best to restore prop- 
erty to its proper owners." he 
said. 

Lewandowski said a compre- 
hensive new investment law 
would be passed in April or May 
that would liberalise conditions 
under which foreigners invest in 
Poland. 

The current requirement of a 
$50,000 investment would be lo- 
wered to $1,000, he said. 
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keeper & a building guard. 
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Hanoi escalating Cambodian 
civil war, Sihanouk says 


BANGKOK (AP) — Opposition 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
said Saturday that the Viet- 
namese government is escalating 
Cambodia’s 12-vear civil war by 
using armoured units and aircraft 
against Cambodian rebels. 

Some of nearly 500 Cambo- 
dians who fled to a U.N.-aided 
refugee camp ir. Thailand this 
past week also reported that 
Cambodian government aircraft 
were bombing their areas, a U.N. 
relief official said. 

The Communist Khmer 
Rouge, the largest of the three 
guerrilla groups, also said Satur- 
day the Vietnamese were laun- 
ching the air attacks. 

There was no immediate gov- 
ernment comment on the reports. 

Air strikes rarely have been 
reported in the war between the 
Vietnamese-installed Phnom 
Penh government and the three 
guerrilla groups. Vietnam claims 
it withdrew its last troops from 
Cambodia in September 1989. 

The Khmer Rouge added it has 
repulsed a series of strong gov- 
ernment offensives aimed at re- 
capturing Pailin. a rich gem- 
mining town in rebel control. 

In a statement issued from Pek- 
ing, where he has a home. Siha- 
nouk said that Vietnamese infan- 
try, armoured units, planes and 
helicopter gunships were being 
used to intensify fighting in the 
towns of Pailin and Thmar Puok 
and in four government- 
controlled provinces that are 


strongly contested by the rebels. 

Thmar Puok is the headquar- 
ters of the non-Communist 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front, which is allied with 
former head of state Sihanouk's 
forces, and the Khmer Rouge in 
battling Phnom Penh. 

Sihanouk asked France. In- 
donesia, the United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council — Britain, China, 
France, Soviet Union, and Un- 
ited States — to get Vietnam to 
withdraw its troops and accept a 
draft U.N. peace agreement. 

France and Indonesia co-chair 
the International Conference on 
Cambodia, the forum for the 
signing of any peace agreement. 

The U.N. relief official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said 495 Cambodians fled to the 
Khmer Rouge’s Site K refugee 
camp just inside Thailand be- 
tween Monday and Friday. 

“They claim there was some 
(aerial) bombing in places along 
highways and Khmer Rouge 
areas on the other side,” he said. 
“One man claimed he had been 
in an area where four people got 
killed and several others injured 
by the bombings.” 

Khmer Rouge Radio said Fri- 
day that government helicopters 
began firing at and bombing 
Khmer Rouge-controlled areas 
early this month. The areas of 


attack were not specified. 

The radio broadcast, moni- 
tored in Bangkok, said aircraft on 
bombing missions were struck by 
guerriila fire last Sunday, but 
managed to land. 

The liberation front said it stal- 
led the attacks on Thmar Puok 
last week. The U.N. relief official 
said large numbers of Thmar 
Puok area residents have fled to 
the Site 2 refugee camp, north of 
Site K. 

Both the government and the 
guerrillas have reported heavy 
battles in recent mouths as peace 
talks have stalled. 

In Paris last December, a meet- 
ing of six government and six 
guerrilla representatives, ended 
without result after discussion of 
the U.N. plan. Indonesia has 
offered to hold new talks next 
month, but no date has been set. 

Under the U.N. plan, the fouT 
armies would be disbanded and 
elections held under a U.N.- 
supervised interim govemmnet. 

The guerrillas have accepted 
the plan, but Phnom Penh objects 
to disarming, saying that it needs 
to be able to defend itself in case 
the Khmer Rouge tries to retake 
control. 

Hundreds of thousands died 
under the radical agricultural 
policies of the Khmer Rouge, 
which ruled Cambodia from 1975 
until Vietnam invaded in 1978 
and installed the current govern- 
ment. 


Japan may offer huge aid 
if Soviets agree on islands 


TOKYO (R) — Japan may offer 
up to $10 billion to the Soviet 
Union in aid over the next decade 
if Moscow agrees to return four 
small islands claimed by Tokyo. 
Japanese newspapers said Satur- 
day. 

The daily Tokyo Shimbun said 
the government had informally 
discussed the framework for such 
a plan with Soviet officials. 

It included financing projects 
to improve infrastructure and tap 
untouched resources in the Soviet 
Far East, the newspaper said. 

Japan’s leading economic jour- 
nal, Nihon Keizai Shimbun, pub- 
lished a similar report, but put 
the figure at one trillion yen ($7.3 
billion). The daily Asa hi Shim- 
bun said short-term aid would 
stand at around $2 billion. 

Japanese Foreign Minister offi- 
cials were unavailable for com- 
ment. 

Japan has so far refused to 
discuss economic aid without the 
return of the islands, seized by 
the Soviet army in 1945. 

The dispute had blocked the 
signing of a peace treaty formally 
ending World War II hostilities. 

In addition to economic aid, 
Japan would offer about $3 bil- 
lion to pay for the withdrawal of 


Soviet military forces from the 
islands — Habomai, Shi ko tan, 
Kunashiri and Eturofu — located 
north of Japan, the dailies said. 

The reports precede a flurry of 
diplomatic activity between the 
two countries, climaxing in Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's visit to 
Tokyo next month, the first ever 
by a Kremlin leader. 

On Friday the head of Japan's 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) said he would travel to 
Moscow to propose a comprom- 
ise over the islands. 

Ichiro Ozawa, who is to leave 
for' Moscow Sunday, said he 
would suggest that the Soviet 
Union return two sparsely popu- 
lated islands first, based on a 
Japan-Soviet agreement drafted 
but not signed in 1956. The rest 
could come later, Ozawa said. 

It has been Japan's standing 
policy to demand the immediate 
return of all four islands. 

For years until the rise of Gor- 
bachev, the Kremlin refused to 
recognise there was a territorial 
dispute. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Alex- 
ander Bessmertnykh is scheduled 
to go to Tokyo next week to 
prepare for Gorbachev's state 
visit, slated for April 16-19. 


Dances With Wolves 
is the Oscar favourite 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The film Dances With Wolves, a spectacular 
story of Indian tribal life which Hollywood did not want to make, 
cou/d Waltz away with several Oscars this year. 

Its star Kevin Costner is favoured to win awards for Best Picture 
and Best Director. 

Hollywood, which likes to spread the awards, is generally expected 
by the film studio experts who support Dances With Wolves to 
choose between British actor Jeremy Irons, star of Reversal Of 
Fortune, and two-time Oscar winner Robert De Niro, of Awaken- 
ings, for the Best Actor award Monday. 

Joanne Woodward, the 6l-year-old wife of Paul Newman, is a 
sentimental favourite to van the award for Best Actress on her fourth 
' nomination, for her role of the mother of a middle-class Kansas Gty 
family in Mr And Mrs Bridge. 

But the experts said Woodward could be beaten by Kathy Bates, 
playing a demented fan who holds a crippled romantic novelist — 
James Caan — prisoner in Misery. 

Although the experts are almost unanimous in predicting Dances 
With Wolves as the 1991 winner, Costner was unable at first to raise 
money for his anti-war story of a cavalry officer who deserts his post 
to join the Sioux tribe. « 

The film is an unlikely Oscar candidate. It runs to three hours, 
which cuts box office profits, and has sub- titles for the Indian 
speakers. 

Graham Greene, a full-blooded Oneida Indian, has been nomin- 
ated for an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor for his role of the tribal 
holy man Kicking Bird, Costner's friend in the film. 

Costner has already won the Directors Guild of America Award 
for his debut as a director. Only three times since the guild award was 
first presented in 1949 has the winner failed to take home the Oscar 
for best director. 

The studios have spent up to $10 million promoting their films with 
television commercial and full-page newspaper advertisements and 
on sending thousands of videocassettes of the films to the 6.700 
voters of the Hollywood Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. All they can do now is wait. 

The votes are in. but the awards are still bringing in money. 
Advertisers are paying $500,000 for each of the 40 U.S. commercial 
spots on the television show, to be seen eventually by a billion 
people. 

Security precautions will be tight for this year's show following the 
Gulf war, with the stars and the rest of the audience having to pass 
through metal detectors. 

"I personally feel I deserve an Oscar.” said Dianne Ladd, 
nominated for Best Supporting AcLress for her role of a violently 
protective mother in the David Lynch film Wild At Heart. 

“I did good work,” she said. “But so did the others who were 
nominated and some who were not. Only 20 out of 54,000 actors and 
actresses are nominated.” 

Richard Harris, nominated for Best Actor for his first film role in 
10 years as the stubborn Irish farmer Bull McCabe trying to hang on 
to his rented land in The Field, said he did not expect to win an 
Oscar. 

“I got nominated and people thought I was dead,” the Irish actor 
said. My film was made by an independent company with limited 
promotion and distribution facilities.” 


Emergency 
imposed in 
Mali after 
death of 28 
protesters 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — 
Mali’s military ruler imposed a 
state of emergency and curfew 
over much of the country after his 
troops fired on protesters. Doc- 
tors said at least 28 people were 
killed and more than 250 wound- 
ed. 

Witnesses said Bamako, the 
Malian capital, was in a state Of 
near insurrection earlier Friday, 
with several government build- 
ings set ablaze by pro-democracy 
protesters who started rioting 
when troops opened fire. The 
witnesses were reached by tele- 
phone from Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast. 

Opposition and religious lead- 
ers planned to meet Saturday to 
decide how to react to President 
Gen. Moussa Traore's crack- 
down, said Deraba Diallo, a 
lawyer who is president of the 
Malian Human Rights Associa- 
tion. 

“They (authorities) have gone 
mad,” be said. 

Diallo said Friday's protest in 
Bamako was peaceful until sol- 
diers attacked the crowd with 
submachine gunfire and tear gas. 

“They used their arms of war 
before they fired the tear gas. It is 
horrible,” he said. 

Troops used armoured cars and 
canons against -the crowd, witnes- 
ses said. By late afternoon, 
troops had forced protesters to 
disperse and traffic returned to 
the streets 

Doctors at the main Gabriel 
Touie Hospital said soldiers kil- 
led at least 28 people and wound- - 
ed another 250, many critically. 

They said the city’s blood bank 
had run oat, hut donors were 
lining up to give more. Doctors 
were performing numerous 
amputations, they said. 

The Belgian branch of Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres (Doctors 
Without Borders) said it was 
flying a medical team to Bamako- 
Saturday. Diallo said the Red 
Cross in Geneva was sending 
supplies. 

Traore announced a state of 
emergency and imposed a curfew 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. in the West 
African nation's main towns and 
surrounding areas, where smal- 
ler, less violent demonstrations 
also were reported Friday. 

“The current situation de- 
mands that security be^ stepped 
up," Traore said in a radio broad- 
cast Friday night. “No grie- 
vances... can justify the violence 
we are witnessing.” 

At the same time Traore ex- 
pressed his “total readiness" to 
discuss grievances, and said de- 
mands for a multiparty system 
would be considered by his party 
in coming days. Critics have said 
pro-democracy leaders should be 
consulted to consider reforms. 

The Association of African 
Jurists condemned Friday’s 
“bloody repression" and called 
for authorities “to put an end to 
the cycle of violence." 

Traore seized power in_ this 
former French colony of 8million 
people in a 1968 coup. Then, iri 
1979, he installed himself as a 
civilian president of & one-party 
state. 




Moscow 


mayor 

allows 

pro-Yeltsin 

rally 

MOSCOW (R) — Moscow’s 
radical mayor has defied the 
Soviet parliament and given the 
go-ahead to a rally by reformists 
in support of leading opposition 
politician Boris Yeltsin, one of 
the rally’s organisers said Satur- 
day. 

The Democratic Russia Move- 
ment planned the rally for Thurs- 
day to coincide with the start of 
the congress of the full parlia- 
ment of the Russian Republic 
over which Yeltsin presides. 

Hardline Communists who cal- 
led the congress are expected to 
use it to try to oust him. 

A Democratic Russia spokes- 
man said Moscow’s Mayor Gav- 
riil Popov authorised the rally 
despite a resolution from the 
Supreme Soviet asking the city to 
ban it because it would disturb 
public order and the normal 
working of the capital. 

The resolution authorised the 
Soviet government to take mea- 
sures to ensure order and safety. 

Earlier this month tens of 
thousands of people turned out in 
Moscow in a similar demonstra- 
tion of support for Yeltsin. 

In Leningrad, the Soviet Un- 
ion's second dty, radicals have 
called for a general one-hour 
warning strike Thursday in sup- 
port of Yeltsin's demand that 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev resign. 

While it was not dear how 
many would respond to the call, 
workers in Leningrad have 
pledged to go on strike if Yeltsin 
is unseated at the congress. 

Yeltsin has raised the stakes in 
his political battle with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev by 
saying he sees no hope for com- 
promise. 

Yeltsin told workers in Lening- 
rad's huge Kirov industrial plant 
Friday that he was convinced 
Gorbachev did not want to work 
with the Russian Federation, by 
far die most powerful of the 15 
republics. 

“That's why I distance myself 
from the policy of the persident. . . 
that’s why your support for me is 
very important,” Yeltsin said to 
prolonged applause. 

Yeltsin, declaring that it was 
dear there could be no bridging 
of differences between himself 
and Gorbachev, spoke confident- 
ly and made several attacks on 
the Soviet president. 

He suggested he had drawn 
considerable comfort from a poll 
last Sunday which showed most 
Russians supported the idea of 
the huge republic having a 
popularly-elected president. 

The Russian leader would be 
the most likely winner, thereby 
mining a power base to challenge 
Gorbachev's authority and in- 
crease the republic’s sovereignty. 

Yeltsin’s 70-minute speech 
marked the end of a troubled 
week for the Soviet president. 

On Sunday Gorbachev re- 
ceived less than overwhelming 
support in a nationwide referen- 
dum for his plan to keep the 
Soviet Union together as a re- 
newed federation of sovereign 
republics. 

And there are no signs of an 
early end to a miners’ strike 
which has halted over a quarter of 
the nation’s 600 pits and is thre- 
atening to cripple vital industries. 
Many of the miners are deman- 
ding Gorbachev’s resignation. 

Yeltsin echoed charges by 
liberals that Gorbachev has 
moved to the right in recent 
months, suggesting the Soviet 
leader was in the' grip of those 
who did not want radical change. 

Last month, the Russian leader 
demanded Gorbachev’s resigna- 
tion and accused him of deceiving 
tiie people. 


Sri Lankan Tamil rebels halt 
attacks after heavy death toll 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
Tamil rebels have halted their 
nightly bombardment of two 
army camps in the north of the . 
island after suffering heavy 
casualties, military sources said 
Saturday. 

“Things arc quiet. There was 
no firing last night,” a military 
officer said. “The troops are busy 
counting the dead." 

He said reinforcements had 
been sent to help about 150 sol- 
diers defending the camps. 

More than 300 guerrillas and 23 
soldiers have been killed in fierce 
fighting since Tuesday night, 
when the Libe ration Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) attacked 
the camps in SDavathurai and 
Kokupadayan in the Mannar dis- 
trict on the northwest coast. 

Fifty six soldiers were wound- 
ed, 15 of them seriously. The 
number of rebel wounded was 
not known. 

The Tigeis, fighting for a sepa- 
rate state in the north and east for 


the minority Tamil community, 
pounded the camps with mortar 
bombs, small arms fire and gre- 
nades for three successive nights. 

Military sources said the Man- 
nar district was of strategic im- 
portance for the Tigers because it 
would mark the southern border 
of the separate state they were 
trying to carve out. 

It also has easy access to south 
India, which is a major source of 
weapons and supplies for the 
rebels. 

A curfew is in force in the 
Mannar district and parts of the 
surrounding areas of Puttalam 
and An uradh ap ura. 

On Thursday the government 
imposed a curfew in Kilinochchi, 
north east of Mannar, to prevent 
the Tigers, from sending more 
fighters from their northern 
stronghold. 

The government has also im- 
posed an indefinite curfew in the 
northeastern Mullaitivu district to 


prevent rebels fleeing to that 
area, militar y sources said. 

“Some of them (the Tigers) are 
just on trained kids. They are 
carrying guns bigger than them- 
selves and grenades the size of 
their fists," the army officer said. 

Military sources said five rebels 
were killed by troops near the 
Palaly Air Base in the northern 
J affn a peninsula. 

In Kandy, President Ranasing- 
he Premadasa called on the Ti- 
gers to lay down their arms and 
contest forthcoming elections for 
the northeast provincial council. 

“The doors are still open for 
the (Tigers) to enter the demo- 
cratic mainstream,” he said Fri- 
day. 

He said the Tigers should fight 
the elections and. restore peace 
and order in the area. 

But they had to 'give up their 
weapons so that other political 
parties could contest the polls, 
Premadasa said. 


S. Korean farmers and 
students clash with police 


SEOUL (R) — Hundreds of 
South Korean farmers and stu- 
dents burled firebombs and 
stones at riot police Saturday in 
protests over the government's 
agricultural policies, witnesses 
said. 

A Reuters photographer on the 
scene said more than 1,000 riot 
police raided Chonnam Universi- 
ty in the southern dty of Kwangju 
just before some 3,000 fanners 
and students began a rally in 
protest against the further open- 
ing of the country's agricultural 
markets. 

He said police fired volleys of 
tear gas. Protesters chanting 
“Block market opening” and 
“down with (President) Roh Tae- 
Woo,” strongly, resisted by pelt- 
ing police with hundreds of fire- 
bombs and stones. 

Shouting “Yankees go home," 
the protesters demanded the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
South Korea. The United States 
is seen as the mastermind in 


forcing Seoul to open up the 
agricultural markets. 

Several police, withdrawing in 
the face of strong resistance, were 
beaten up by protesters with 
sticks, the photographer said. 
One was seized ami stripped of 
his uniform and helmet before 
being released. 

Some protesters ignited petrol 
scattered around the main gate to 
block the expected police attack, 
he said. No reports of injuries or 
arrests were immediately avail- 
able. 

Dozens of students smashed 
armoured tear gas-firing vehicles 
with iron pipes during the police 
attack. 

Members of the Federation of 
National Farmers Associations 
last week gave notice of their 
intention to hold the rally despite 
a government warning. 

Protesters dispersed after the 
police charged twice more Into 
tiie Chonnam campus later Satur- 
day, the photographer said. 


Liberian talks hit a snag 
over guerrilla proposal 


MONROVIA (R) — Liberia’s 
national peace conference nearly 
collapsed Saturday after rebels 
proposed a tripartite govern- 
ment. 

The proposal by Charles 
Taylor’s National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia brought cries of out- 
rage from other delegates, who 
see the conference as a last 
chance to end 15 months of civil 
war. 


“The proposal for a triumvirate 
presidency is totally unwork- 
able,” said one delegate who 
asked not to be named. 

Joshua Iroha, ambassador of 
the Ecoaomic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) 
which has a 7,000-man 
peacekeeping force in Liberia, 
said the ECOWAS peace plan 
governing the talks ruled ont a 
triumvirate. 


Punitive damages ruled out 
in international flights 


NEW YORK — The survivors of 
international plane crashes and 
the families of those killed in such 
disasters are not eligible for puni- 
tive damages, a U.S. appeals 
court ruled. 

In a case brought by the fami- 
lies of those who died in the crash 
of a Pan Am jet in Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 1988. the court of 
appeals ruled that the Warsaw 
Convention, the treaty that gov- 
erns airline travel, does not pro- 
vide for punitive damages. 

It does allow compensatory 
damages to cover the actual costs 
of injuries. Punitive damages 
punish the carrier to deter wrong- 
doing $ 

Two lower court judges in New 
York had issued conflicting rul- 
ings on the punitive damages 
issue. The appeals court upheld 
one judge's finding that plaintiffs 
in the Lockerbie case could not 
seek punitive damages. 

Lawyers said they would 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

A spokeswoman for Pan Am 


said the carrier was “extremely 
gratified” by the decision. 

“Claims for punitive damages 
□ot only pose a significant expo- 
sure for Pan Am but also result in 
extensive, time-consuming litiga- 
tion which harms both the airlines 
and relatives of passengers killed 
or injured in aircraft accidents,'' 
said Elizabeth FDinko. 

The Warsaw Convention 
agreement, signed in 1929, limits 
an airline's liability in interna- 
tional disasters to $75,000 per 
plaintiff unless “wilful miscon- 
duct” can be proven. However, it 
does not specifically state 
whether punitive damage claims 
are allowed. 

The appeals court said: 
“Although the convention is si- 
lent on this subject ... we are 
persuaded that the purposes for 
which the convention was created 
are not consistent with an award 
of punitive damages.” 

The appeals court said allowing 
punitive damages would “hob- 
ble” most of the convention’s' 
aims. 


Quebec 
panel split 
on future 
of province 

MONTREAL (R) — A high- 
level commission appointed to 
chart the future course of Quebec 
is deeply divided between mem- 
bers who want independence and 
those who want a last try at a 
united Canada. 

The divisions were revealed 
when some of the 36 members on 
the panel broke their silence ab- 
out the dosed -door discussions. 

The federalists on the panel, 
aligned with the ruling liberal 
Party elected as the provincial 
government two years ago, want 
to leave the door open to more 
negotiations between the French- 
speaking province and the rest of 
Canada. 

The separatist camp, made up 
of opposition Parti Qnebecois 
members and labour leaders, in- 
sist on a popular referendum on 
independence no later than next 
year. 

The commission’s recom- 
mendation is due next Thursday 
and a failure to reach a consensus 
would send the rest of the country 
a mixed signal. 

It would also give Quebec Pre- 
mier Robert Bourassa, who re- 
cently reaffirmed his federalist 
stance, a freer hand in shaping his 
policies for the province. 

A major point of contention is 
the kind of referendum that 
should be held. 

“The referendum should be 
held on sovereignty, period," 
Parti Quebec© is member Jacques 
Brassard told reporters. 

Polls show two-thirds of 
Quebec's 6.5 million people 
favour political independence for 
the province, retaining only eco- 
nomic ties with the rest of Cana- 
da. 

The separatist sentiment re- 
flects a widely held view that 
Quebec needs more control over 
its affairs, particularly matters 
relating to immigration, language 
and the preservation of its 
French-Canadian culture. 

At the Liberal convention ear- 
lier this month, the party led by 
Bourassa agreed to hold a vote by 
the autumn of 1992 unless the 
federal government agreed to 
transfer a wide range of federal 
powers to Quebec. But the Liber- 
al position left room for negotia- 
tions with Canada. 

“Our first choice is to enable 
Quebec to develop within a 
federal structure,” Bourassa told 
the convention. 

“Most of the delegates here 
don’t want one of the greatest 
countries in the world split into 
three territories: Canada east, 
Canada west and Quebec," be 
said. 


Salvador rightists lose majority in parliament 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — El 
Salvador's ruling right-wing 
ARENA Party has won this 
month’s legislative elections but 
lost its majority in the National 
Assembly, final official results 
announced late Friday showed. 

The results from the March 10 
elections showed that formerly 
exiled leftist politicians will enter 
the expanded 84-seat legislature 
for the first time in 11 years of 
civil war. 

The results were announced 
after a marathon count tainted by 
charges of fraud and incompe- 
tence. The new assembly will 
convene on May 1. 

The ARENA (Nationalist Re- 
publican Alliance) Party took 39 
seats in the assembly, polling 44 3 
per cent of the 1.05 million valid 
votes cast, according to Central 
Election Council (CCE) figures. 

The elections were the first 
since the war began that were not 
sabotaged by leftist guerrillas of 
the Farabundo Marti National 


Liberation Front (FMLN). 

Politicians on all sides have 
said the presence of rebel-backed 
leftist parties in parliament is 
likely to aid United Nations- 
sponsored efforts to negotiate an 
end to the conflict, which has 
claimed some 75,000 lives. 

The opposition Christian 
Democrat Party of a former pres- 
ident, the late Jose Napoleon 
Duarte, finished second, taking 
26 seas with 28 per cent of the 
vote. 

A strong show of support for 
the newly participating left never- 
theless boosted Democratic Con- 
vergence — a moderate leftist 
coalition led by Ruben Zamora, 
who returned to El Salvador from 
exile in 1987 — ■ to 12 per cent of . 
the vote from 3.8 per cent in 
presidential elections in 1989. 

Zamora, citing preliminary re- 
turns, had claimed the elections 
made convergence the third 
strongest political force in the 
country. 


But the final tally of assembly 
seats, based on a complex prop- 
ortional representation sykem, 
placed Convergence fourth with 
eight, behind the ARENA-allied 
National Conciliation Party 
(PCN) with nine. 

Over 200 international obser- 
vers, including a 160-strong team 
from the Organisation of Amer- 
ican States (OAS), monitored the 
elections. 

Many denounced isolated 
attempts at fraud and criticised 
the CCE for organisational prob- 
lems. particularly the late open- 
ing of polling booths and the 
disappearance of thousands of 
voters from electoral rolls, but 
gave the elections a more-or-iess 
clean b31 of health. 

Zamora and other opposition 
politicians went further, charging 
ARENA and the CCE with a 
deliberate attempt to reduce the 
left’s share of the vote and man- 
ipulate election returns to benefit 
thA ARENA-allied PCN. 


CCE chairman Jaime Romero 
Ventura, speaking on television 
after announcing the final results, 
denied the charges. 

“There weic human errors and 
technical fellings, but never bad 
faith on our part, and less... an 
electoral fraud," he said. “It only 
remains to congratulate the Sal- 
vadorean people, the great win- 
ner of these elections." 

Some 2.18 million Salvado- 
reans were eligible to vote in the 
March 10 polls, and Romero said 
the final turnout was 53 per cent, 
marginally reversing a decade-old 
pattern of rising abstention. 

El Salvador has a population of 
some 5.5 million. 

The remaining two seats were 
shared by the Communist 
Nationalist Democratic Union, 
taking part in its first elections 
since 1977, and the Authentic 
Christian Movement, a splinter 
group of the Christian Demo- 
crats. 
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Teacher convicted 
in killing husband 

EXETER, New Hampshire (AP) — 

A judge sentenced a high school 
instructor to life in prison without 
parole following a sensational 
trail in which she was convicted of 
conspiracy for manipulating her 
student-lover into murdering her 
husband. Pamela Smart, 23, 
stood motionless as the superior 
court jury foreman pronounced . 
her guilty of murder-conspiracy 
and being an accomplice to mur- 
der. Judith Smart, who cried out 
as each verdict in her son’s death 
was read, said afterward, “she ' 
got what she deserved." Gregg 
Smart, a 24-year-old insurance 
agent, was murdered six days 
before his first wedding 
anniversary. The jury, which 
heard three weeks of testimony, 
deliberated 12 hours over three 
days before returning its verdict. 
Smart also was convicted of 
witness-tampering for encourag- 
ing her student-intern to lie to 
police. Rockingham County su- 
perior court Judge Douglas Gray 
immediately announced the man- 
datory life sentence for the 
accomplice-to-murder charge. 

An appeal is expected. 

2-headed baby 
born in Mexico 

MEXICO CITY (R) — A baby 
girl was born with two heads in 
Mexico's central state of Aguas- - 
calinetes the Mexican News 
Agency Notimex reported. It said 
the giri, who a iso had two spines, 
suffered breathing problems and 
doctors would know little about 
her chances of survival before 
Monday. Hospital spokesmen 
could not immediately be reached g 
for comment. 

Fetus is not a 
legal person — 
Canadian court 

OTTAWA (AP) — Canada’s 
supreme court ruled that a fetus is 
not legally a person and has no 
guarantee of life under the na- 
tion’s criminal code. By unani- 
mous vote, the nine judges de- 
cided that two Vancouver mid- 
wives cannot be convicted of 
negligence for allegedly causing 
the death of a stillborn infant 
during a 1985 home birth. The 
decision has implications far 
beyond the issue of medical negli- 
gence, couching on the legal de- 
bate over abortion as well as the 
growing practice of midwifery. It 
was the latest in a series of rulings 
in which the high court has re- 
jected or refused to consider 
assertions of fetal rights. In 
Thursday's ruling, chief Justice 
Antonio Lamer, writing for the 
court, said a fetus cannot be 
considered a distinct person for 
purposes of a negligence prosecu- 
tion. The case was a victory for 
Mary Sullivan and Gloria Lemay, 
the midwives accused of mishand- 
ling the. home birth. “Sullivan 
and Lemay cannot be convicted 
of criminal negligence causing 
death to another person,” Lamer 
concluded. However, Thursday’s 
judgment is confined to criminal 
law and does not end the wider 
legal controversy over abortion. 

Some sunscreens 
‘may promote 
skin cancer’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A con- 
sumer group has said that some 
sunscreens and cosmetics contain 
an ingredient that can promote 
cancerous skin tumors and it cal- 
led on the government to halt 
their sale. “Ironically, some suns- 
creen lotions that consumers app- 
ly to prevent skin cancer may 
increase the likelihood of forming 
cancerous skin tumors," said 
Mary Ellen Fise, product safety 
director for the Consumer Fed- 
eration of America. The feder- 
aion said more than a dozen 
cosmetic products have been sold 
containing urocand add, which it 
said has the potential in sunlight 
to promote the growth of tumors 
by suppressing the immune sys- 
tem. The federation, joined by # 
two research sdentists at the ■ 
George Washington University 
Medical Centre, petitioned the 
Food and Drug Administration to 
ban sales of cosmetics that con- 
tain urocanic add. “Based on our 
original research, now supported 
by other laboratories, it is our 
sdentific opinion that any benefit 
gained by inclusion of urocanic 
add in cosmetics is far out- 
weighed by the potential risks," 
said Dr. Edward Defabo. The 
other sdentist to join the petitioni 
was Dr. Frances Noonan. Th$!* 
non-profit consumer federation^ 
said urocanic arid was recently 
banned for cosmetic use in Au- 
stralia and products containing it 
were removed from shelves m 
Singapore, apparently voluntarily 
by oosmetic manufacturers. 




yU-3> 


~Z 


